
Beaumont Life September 2009 

                  September 2009 
www.beaumontschool.com 

 

 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

From the Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

October Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

li
fe

 

Beaumont 
major 
event 
ofBeaumo
nt  

At the start of the new academic year I extend a warm welcome to all new students and families to Beaumont 
School and hope that you will all enjoy your time here, and find it to be a hugely rewarding part of your life.  
School life is already very busy as you can see from this edition of Beaumont Life.  May I remind you that 
Beaumont Life is available on the website; parents who have signed up to Parentmail will receive a reminder of its 
publication each month.  Please do ask for a hard copy if you wish.  There is so much in each edition I wouldnôt 
want families to miss out.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who contribute to Beaumont Life 
each month, and Mrs Darnell for producing the newsletter itself; we do hope that you enjoy reading it. 
 

This is the first edition since the summer so I will take the opportunity to give congratulations to all those who 
received results of external examinations this summer.  We were once again delighted with the results which, of 
course, reflect the hard work of students, the excellent teaching and the support of their families.  Highlights of 
these are within this edition and more detail will be on the website shortly.  Our Summer Schools were another top 
class event and hugely appreciated by pupils and parents.  We couldnôt run these without the enthusiasm and 
dedication of staff so I extend a big thank you to all those involved.   
 

I also take this opportunity to welcome new staff who joined us at the start of term.  They are:  Ms Dickson 
(Maths), Ms Dolan (PE), Ms Easton (Science), Mrs Fung (Latin), Mr Grove (Head of Science), Mr Hoare (Maths), 
Ms Jackson (English), Miss Kent (Geography), Miss Smithson (English) and Mr Acquah, Mr Bratley, Miss 
Brinkworth, Mrs Crisp, Miss Gerrard-Jones, Miss Peet, Miss Vine and Mrs Williams as Teaching Assistants.  We 
also welcome two new Graduate Trainees, Ms Snelson (Languages) and Ms Bloch (PE). 
 

I look forward to meeting new families, to working with you all this year and to watching our students develop and 

excel in all they do.                                                                                                                             Elizabeth Hitch 

Thur 1 Year13 Potential Grades published to students (for UCAS) 
u12 & u15 v Verulam (Rugby) 

Fri 2 HPV vaccination ï Years 8 and 10,  
Jeans for Genes non-uniform day 

Sat 3 Football fixture against Chancellors 
Tues 6 Group A ski lessons, 3.30 ï 6.30pm  
Weds 7 Meeting for Parents of children with ASD ï Learning Support Base ï 7pm 

Senior XV v Queens (A) ï Rugby 
Thur 8 Governors Resources Committee meeting ï 6.30pm 

u15 Daily Mail Cup 2
nd

 Round (Rugby) 
u12(A) & u13(H) v Tring (Rugby) 

Fri 9 HPV vaccination ï Years 11-13  
Sat 10 Football fixture against Sheredes 
Mon 12 Secondary Transfer Evening  5.45 ï 8.45pm  - early finish to school day ï students leave 2pm 
Tues 13 Late start to school day ï students arrive 11.10am 

Group A ski lessons, 3.30 ï 6.30pm  
Weds 14 Senior Daily Mail Cup 3

rd
 Round (Rugby) 

Thur 15 French Exchange students go until Wednesday 21
st
 October 

u15 Daily Mail Cup 3
rd

 Round (Rugby) 
Fri 16 Beaumont Life deadline 
Sat 17 Football fixture tbc 

BSA Quiz Night - Hall 
Mon 19 Book Week ï Library  
Tues 20 Group A ski lessons, 3.30 ï 6.30pm  
Weds 21 Lunchtime recital at St. Peterôs Church ï 1pm  

Senior XV v Tring (Rugby) 
IB charity talent show ï Hall ï 7pm 

Thur 22 Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 
u14 (A) & u15 (H) v Tring (Rugby) 

Fri 23 Student deadline for completion of UCAS applications 
Mon  26   HALF TERM  
to Fri to 30 HALF TERM 
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Geography Quality Mark  
 

You may remember an article in Beaumont Life before the summer holidays related to the 
Geography department working towards the Geographical Associationôs Geography Quality 
Mark. The Quality Mark aims to raise standards of Geography in schools by supporting the 
teaching of quality Geography and promoting leadership and management and, after a year 
of working towards the standards, I am really pleased to let you know that we were 
successful in our submission.  The Beaumont Geography department were one of only 24 
schools to be awarded the mark last year and the moderator commented;  
 

ñThank you for an excellent submission which we enjoyed looking at immensely. You are a 
forward looking department which is grasping the opportunities afforded by the changes in 
the Key Stage 3 curriculum. You show effective use of initiatives to give pupils opportunities to 
explore real and current issues and have a pleasing focus of topical events. We are delighted to award you 
Secondary Geography Quality Mark status.ò  
 

To build on this success, we are going to work towards óCentre of Excellenceô status by expanding links with 
feeder primary schools and the wider community.  
 

A huge thank you must go to the Geography department teachers who work extremely hard to maintain and 
develop these high standards. 

Miss Hosegood  
 

 
Outstanding Examination Results 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Once again our A level and GCSE students have excelled themselves and achieved some outstanding 
examination results.  At both A Level and GCSE the results show excellent levels of both attainment and 
achievement (progress made).  This continues a long standing tradition of academic excellence at Beaumont.   
 

Key Stage 5 (A level, IB  and equivalent) 
     Beaumont National 
Grade A    33%  27% 
Grade A or B    58%  52% 
Grade A, B or C    84%  75%  
Average points per student  805      
Average points per entry  219   
 

Almost all our A Level and IB students have taken up places at their chosen universities and we wish them all well 
as they move on from Beaumont. 85% of students achieved their first choice university place and a further 
10% took up their insurance offer.  
 

Key Stage 4 (GCSE and equivalent) 
      Beaumont  National (where available)   
5+ A*-C including English and Mathematics 76%   65% (2008) 
3+ A*-A grades     50%   (new measure) 
5+A*-A grades     37%   (new measure) 
A* grades     13%   7% 
A*- A grades     37%   22% 
A*-B grades     60%   42% 
A*-C grades           80%   67% 
English A*-A     36%   16% 
 A*-B     63%   35%  
 A*-C     83%   63% 
Maths A*-A     36%   15% 
 A*-B     62%   31%  
 A*-C     80%   57% 
 

GCSE French Year 9 Fast Track 
    Beaumont 
A*-A grades   84% 
 
Further details are available on the school website www.beaumontschool.com 

 

http://www.beaumontschool.com/
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Summer Schools at Beaumont: August 2009 
 

Eco Schools and Biology Summer School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The aim of the Eco School and Biology summer school was to transform the Biology Garden, an area of land in 
the middle of the Science and Technology block, and to use materials from the garden to create botanical beauty 
products.  
 

Each morning of the summer school, students completed practical work in the Biology Garden and in the 
afternoon they conducted experiments in the lab.  
 

Below are some extracts from the blog entries and photos from each day and if you want to see more visit the 
summer school blog: http://beaumontecoschools.blogspot.com/ 

 

Vegetable Patch: ñOne group of willing helpers were set to work on 
the weeding, pulling out the numerous overgrown weeds, using some 
handy trowels and forks, while another group worked on the main 
vegetable patch, digging up trenches and turning the soil. Throughout 
the morning everyone was having fun and soon we found a few newts, 
which some members of the group decided to name after professors 
from the Harry Potter Series. Several worms were also found, but met 
with a less positive reception.ò 

 

Alpine Garden: ñAt nine oôclock on the 26
th
 August, the corner of the biology 

garden was home to little more than a sparse covering of shingle and 
vigorous weeds erupting from between the concrete. A team of dedicated 
garden-hands vowed that they would not stop until this sorry mess was turned 
into an area of outstanding alpine beauty. To put it briefly, gigantic weeds 
were forcefully removed, bags of weighty shingle were spread, ten logs were 
placed, boulders were arranged, a fountain was charmingly spruced up and 
dragged into positioné only once did the team stop for breath, otherwise they 
made the back-breaking work appear effortless.ò 

 

Native Species Garden: ñFirstly we had to level out and 
loosen the ground around the Buddleia tree, so using 
pitchforks and spades, thatôs what we did. We were given a 
plethora of plants to use in creating our garden. For example 
Herb Robert, Geranium Sanguinium and other plants 
common in Hertfordshire. When the garden has grown it will 
exemplify all the beautiful flora of the local area.ò  

 

Pond and flower bed: ñToday we have been 
concentrating on the pond and the last large bed. The 
pond was a bit sparse before we came along and, 
with the help of Izzy's donated plants, we added some 
more vegetation. Harriet, Mikka and Hannah did the 
first pond dipping in the newly planted pond and 
found caddis fly lavae, pond skaters, newts, leeches, 
blood worms.  The other major job was clearing the 
last big border of a mass of weeds and constructing a 
mini-beast log pile, planting a wild nettle patch and 
planting lambs ears.ò 
 

 

https://82.0.80.137/OWA/redir.aspx?C=a3be056cc47f4af0b33bf51592c73d03&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbeaumontecoschools.blogspot.com%2f
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Earth, Air, Fire, Water Summer School ï Years 5 and 6  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEFORE AFTER 

 
We would like to thank BSA who kindly funded the garden rejuvenation project for their fantastic support; and 
also Fiona Hug (a parent of two Beaumont students) who donated much time, energy and expertise to the 
summer school. Lastly, well done and thank you to the students who worked hard on the garden for the whole 
week.  

Miss Hosegood and Miss Millins 

 

 

For a week in August 60 Gifted and Talented Year 5 and 6 students from nine different local primary schools 
descended on Beaumont in order to participate in our Earth Air Fire Water Summer School. 
 

Over the five days students took part in a wide variety of activities in order to challenge and stretch them. 
Lessons included, Geography, Swedish, Technology, Music, Maths, English, PE and Science. Lunchtime 
activities were organised for the students by IB students. On the final day parents were invited to see 
presentations that the students had worked very hard to create. 
 
Overall the Summer School was a huge success and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and 
students involved. Take a look at some of the feedback from pupils, parents, and our independent assessor 
overleaf. 

Ms Shepherd 
 

 

 Feedback from the different groups involved in the Earth Air Fire Water Summer School was excellent.  
 
Some quotes from parents: 
 

 My child had an excellent week. It was very stimulating yet great fun. 

 Thank you for this fantastic opportunity 

 My son does not enjoy school and it was so refreshing to see him happy and actually talking about his 
day 

 An outstanding  success. Without a shadow of a doubt this event just emphasised how the enthusiasm 
of fantastically capable teachers can give one of the best gifts and unforgettable experiences of 
knowledge and learning 

 
Some quotes from students 
 

 I really enjoyed it because we met new people and stretched ourselves 

 I loved the way you let us be independent 

 I want the Summer School to be for longer hours in the day 

 It was a great week and I really want to do it again next year  

 Thank you I loved it (I slept at night) 
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The Summer School was independently assessed and it is worth quoting a couple of passages from the 
Assessorôs very positive report. Firstly:  

 

ñI felt that the Summer School was very effective and had a measurable impact. Pupils 
obviously learnt a lot of new information over the course of their week and were very 
motivated to do so! The pupils I observed were enthused, motivated, excited and 
exemplified a desire to learn more ï which is key to empowering pupils to enjoy and 
engage in lifelong learning. The pupils were understandably proud of their achievements 
and were keen to show off the numerous resources they had produced to their families. ñ 
 

And secondly, in response to the question ñAny areas that were less effective/ areas for development?ò  the 
response was: 
 

ñNone. I was very impressed by the high standard of teaching provision and the quality of the 
work produced by the pupils, who were very obviously relishing their learning.ò 
 

Altogether an extremely successful event! 

 
 

German Summer School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In the last week of the summer holidays, I went 
to the German Summer School. It was based 
on the film ñEmil und die Detektiveò, originally 
written by Erich Kästner. We did loads of 
different activities including language games, 
group challenges and acting. At the end of the 
week we performed our mini plays to our 
parents. The plays were our take on the film in 
the style of the TV show, ñThis is your life.ò  
 
The summer school was really fun and I learnt 
a lot from that week to help me prepare for my 
German GCSE. 
 

Beth Clements 9N  
 
 
 

In the summer holidays the Year 9 German Fast Track 
took part in the summer school at Beaumont. I really 
enjoyed it, because it was a great opportunity to socialize 
with friends, and practise German.  
 

 On the first day we were told we would watch the film 
ñEmil und die Detektiveò and then do a performance to our 
parents about it. Once we had seen the film, we went 
through the details of the film and did some fun activities. 
On Wednesday we practised our drama productions and 
started to write in our presentation books. Thursday we did 
a treasure hunt, my team lost, but we were so close. Friday 
was the big day, when we had to do our drama productions 
to our parents. It was quite nerve-racking but it was really 
fun.  
 

Molly said ñI really enjoyed the week and it was really fun practising German with my friendsò.   Kishan said 
ñI am really pleased I came to the German summer school - I learnt a lot from it, while having funò.  It was a 
really enjoyable week and I would recommend it to any of the Year 8 German fast track students.     

 

Becky Campbell 9R 



Beaumont Life September 2009 

 

Rosas Trip June 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Despite a painfully early start for some, the GCSE 
Spanish students and teachers Mr Sievewright, Miss 
Garcia, Mr Panting and Miss Mansell eagerly began our 
journey to Rosas on 28 June. We boarded our plane 
and set off for Gerona Airport. Only a few hours later we 
were in Spain. 
 
When first arriving, we were greeted with fantastic 
weather. We then took a coach journey into Rosas, the 
coastal town in which we stayed for the remainder of the 
week. (There was never a dull coach journey throughout 
the trip, as the boys spoilt us all with their ñsingingò!) 
 
After settling down in our hotel, we rode the Rosas 
Express and experienced some breathtaking views of 
the marina and coastline. Along with sunbathing, beach 
football and shopping in Barcelona, we endured three 
Spanish lessons at the Prestige Idiomas. 
 
As with previous years, the boat trip had us all 
windswept and soaked but it brought many laughs to 
the day and everyone enjoyed themselves on the 
bowling night, the girls in particular - not to forget the 
final evening fiesta, that despite Mr Sievewrightôs 
attempt to modernise the DJôs playlist, had everyone 
dancing including Miss Garcia! 
 
A last day, that came around all too soon, made us 
grateful for the time and effort that was put into the trip, 
as we boarded our delayed plane back to England. 
 
Iôm sure our time spent in Rosas will leave all the GCSE 
Spanish students with great memories for years to 
come.                                                   
 

Winnie Wallace 


