
 

Beaumont Life May 2009 

                                May 2009 
www.beaumontschool.com 

 

                                                                                                                     
 
 
 

 
From the Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
June Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

li
fe

 

Beaumont 
major 
event 
ofBeaumo
nt  

It was good to see so many parents and friends at the Bollywood evening in May.  I would like to publicly thank all 
those who helped to make it such a success.  I know there have already been requests to hold one every year!  
The BSA AGM was held on 13

th
 May and we now have two vacancies:  Abi Lewis, Chair, and Alistair Holt-

Thomas, Treasurer, have both stepped down after giving many years of excellent service to the BSA.  We are 
therefore seeking a new Treasurer and a new Chairperson.  Please do give me a ring at school if you are able to 
help out; neither post is onerous and you would be well supported by the committee. 
 

I am pleased to say that we will shortly be in a position to email Beaumont Life, letters and other information to 
parents.  Please look out for letters regarding this which should appear after half term.  We will need to check we 
have up to date email information so that we can get a new email system for parents set up for the start of 
September. 
 

May I remind parents that if you wish to meet with a teacher, it is essential to make an appointment before coming 
into school; we have had a number of situations this year where staff have been unavailable or unprepared for an 
meeting when parents have come in wanting to speak to them.  Most staff are able to meet parents, even at 
relatively short notice, but do need to be given a chance to prepare.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Finally, please note two date changes:  firstly the summer concert this term has been moved forward to Tuesday 
30 June;  secondly, a long way off, the INSET day planned for Monday 4

th
 January 2010 has been moved to 

Friday 12
th

 February 2010 so school will begin on Monday 4
th
 January for all students. 

 
Thank you and I wish you all a good half termôs break. 

  Elizabeth Hitch 

Mon 1 A2 Exams begin 
District Sports Meeting  4pm 

Weds 3 Governors Curriculum Committee meeting ï 6.30pm 
French Work Experience meeting 7pm Library 

Thur 4 Year 7 Drama Club Show ï Wind in the Willows 
Year 8 and 10 County Athletics league - Stevenage 

Mon 8 Curriculum Enrichment Week 
Tues 9 Curriculum Enrichment Week 
Weds 10 Curriculum Enrichment Week  

Year 8 and 10 County Athletics league - Ware 
Thur 11 Curriculum Enrichment Week 
Fri 12 Curriculum Enrichment Week 
Sat 13 Individual County Athletics championships - Hemel 
Mon 15 Year 12 to Year 13 Transfer (enrolment) 

Year 7 and 9 friendly athletics ï Westminster Lodge 
Governors Resources committee meeting ï 6.30pm 

Weds 17 BSA Committee Meeting 7.45pm Library 
Thur 18 District Athletics, Years 7-10  All Day - Watford 
Mon 22 Year 8 and 10 County Athletics league - Welwyn 
Tues 23 Beaumont Life Deadline 
Weds 24 BeauSandVer Book of the Year event (morning) ï Library  

Governors Community Committee meeting ï 6.30pm 
Thur 25 Year 11 Clearance afternoon 
Fri 26 Year 13 Clearance Day 
Sun  28 Year 10 Rosas Trip leaves ( returns on Friday 3

rd
 July) 

Mon 29 Sixth Form Conference 
Year 8 and 10 County Athletics league finals 3.30-6.30pm Hemel 

Tues 30 Sixth Form Conference 
Vocal Ensemble concert 1pm Jersey Farm 
Summer concert 7pm, Hall 
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The Biology Garden Is Having a Make-Over 
 
Over the years our Biology garden has gradually been becoming overgrown. What should be a pond has gradually 
been filling with plants and the succession has now reached the British Climax on the fringes with only a small 
amount of water showing in the middle. 
 
Landscape gardeners have been called in to do some of 
the heavier work clearing ground and removing self 
seeded trees etc., but a group of keen and enthusiastic 
students will be using some of their summer holiday to 
come in and work on the planting. As we want the garden 
to be useful for teaching our Biology lessons there are 
certain parameters to which the students must work, but 
other than that the students will research the plants and 
choose the most suitable, as well as planning the layout. 
Being more aware of which plants are suited to which 
specific ecosystem and which adaptations help the plants 
to survive in these conditions will certainly boost their 
understanding of Biology both at GCSE and at A/IB level. 
As we all know plants can be very expensive and we are 
currently working to identify possible funding for this part 
of the project. 
 
Obviously it will take time for the garden to ñgrow inò but I look forward to a beautiful and useful garden next year. 
In a future addition of Beaumont Life I will publish pictures of the new improved garden. 

 

 
The contractors have 
already stripped out 
some of the borders 
(far left). 
 
The overgrown pond 
(left). 

 

 
Mr M.Jones 

Head of Biology 

 

 

 

 Focus onééé..  

The Biology Department 

 

2009/2010 Term dates 
 

Autumn Term 2009  
First half term:  INSET Weds 2 September 

Students in school Thurs 3 Sept  
Half term:   Mon 26 ï Fri 30 Oct 
Second half term:  Mon 2 Nov ï Fri 18 Dec 
   INSET Thurs 26 Nov 
   OCCASIONAL DAY Fri 27 Nov 
 
Spring Term 2010  
First half term:  Mon 4 Jan ï Thurs 11 Feb 
   INSET Fri 12 Feb 
Half term:  Mon 15 Feb ï Fri 19 Feb  
Second half term:  Mon 22 Feb - Thurs 1 April  

 
 

Summer Term 2010  
First half term:  INSET Mon 19 April  

Students in school Tues 20 April  
Half term: Mon 31 May ï Fri 4 June  
Second half term:   Mon 7 June ï Thursday 22 July  
       INSET Friday 23 July  

 

A full version of the 2009/2010 Calendar is now 
available on the school website: 

www.beaumontschool.com 
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News from the Maths Department 

 
This year we see a massive growth in the number of students taking up the mathematics options offered 
in the sixth form.  From this September we will have 3 A level maths sets and 3 IB maths sets in year 12; 
we see this growth as an indication of the good progress that our students have made and we also 
believe that it shows that the students have had a positive experience in their learning of maths.  We will 
also be running a further maths group at Beaumont this year which will be the first time in some years! 
 
Well done to our four students who took part in the Team Maths Challenge.  We are proud to announce that the 
team consisting of Kishan Das, William Biggs, Yannick Mayaud and Tom Bowskill came 8th out of 36 attending 
schools.  Most of the schools attending this event are private or grammar schools and so we are very proud that we 
attained this position. 
 
 
 
Well done to the following students who achieved a certificate in the individual maths challenge: 
 

Gold Certificate 
Helen Tung Yep Rosalind Bowley Yannick Mayaud Steph Wallis 
 

Silver Certificate  
Charlie Greene Rikki Guy Robert Kaser Roscoe Boyes 

Samuel Sharp Lewis Cole Jack Evans Edward Calvert 

Harrison Pearce Ross MacNiven Katy Foster Paul Schell 

Cameron Taylor Tom Bowskill   
 

Bronze Certificate 
Naomi Armstrong Niall Quigley Harriet Knafler Jonathan Kilpatrick 

Joshua Hayward Alex Conneely-Hughes Iona Cutforth Amy OôSullivan 

Grant Lindsay Daniel Ackers Aron de Vos Benjamin Williams 

Gaby Medforth Georgia Hayward Maxsen Cross Eleanor Novelli 

John Clough Leah Holt Alistair Roy Edward Morgan 

Alex Wells Liam Pile Victoria King Matthew Pepperdine 

Joseph Snowdon Hannah Perryman Joanna Mills Tom Li 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This year we see a massive growth in the number of students taking up the mathematics options 
offered in the sixth form.  From this September we will have three A level maths sets and three IB 
maths sets in Year 12; we see this growth as an indication of the good progress that our students have 
made and we also believe that it shows that the students have had a positive experience in their 
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We will also be running a Further Maths group at Beaumont this year which will be the first time in some years! 
 
Well done to our four students who took part in the Team Maths Challenge.  We are proud to announce that the 
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attained this position. 
 
Well done to the following students who achieved a certificate in the individual maths challenge: 
 

 

A special well done to Yannick Mayaud, who came first in the school, and Stephanie Wallis who went on to do the 
following competition called the Grey Kangaroo.   Stephanie achieved a very respectable score and Yannick 
achieved a merit for coming in the top 25% of those competing.  To put this in perspective there were 1268 
participating schools and only the best achievers get into this round. 
 

We are introducing an early entry GCSE for our most able students; it is intended that they will complete their maths 
GCSE at the end of Year 10 and then in Year 11 go on to study for the GCSE additional maths.  This will give any 
students who are intending to go on to study maths at a higher level a much better grounding than the GCSE alone 
and it also is worth UCAS points.  
 

From Year 9 onwards we will now be restructuring to two parallel streams each containing four sets. It is our 
intention that three out of the four sets in each half year group will be studying for the higher level tier of the maths 
exam and we will have one group in each stream studying for the foundation tier. We are doing our best to ensure 
that each pupil is assigned to a level that is appropriate for them at this time. Please note that it is now possible to 
attain a grade C on the foundation tier. 
 

As Head of Department I would like to thank all of our students for the hard work that they have put in throughout this 
year. I would also like to thank all of the parents for the support that they have given and the positive and 
appreciative comments that have been made throughout this year. It is really very motivating to be told that we are 
doing a good job.  Finally, thank you to all of the teachers in the maths department who have worked very hard to 
ensure the good progress of the students and who are unstinting in the amount of time that they give as extra 
support.  We are very lucky at Beaumont to have a full complement of well qualified and experienced staff which, 
unfortunately, can be a bit of a luxury in these times.   
 

We are developing better links with the local primary schools and to help us do this Miss Benn is intending to run a 
maths ógifted and talentedô group with the Year 5 and 6 students next academic year, who will visit us one afternoon 
per week if matters proceed as we are expecting. 

Mr Kevin Smith, Head of Maths 
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Focus onééé..  

Careers Education and Guidance 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet Jackie Duffy, our Youth Connexions Personal Adviser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Year 10 Work Experience: Reminders!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of their Careers Education & Guidance, students 
 

 go on a one-week work experience placement in the summer term of Year 10; 

 are offered guidance in how  to fill in application forms, write a C.V, and prepare for interviews; 

 have a variety of careers lessons where they investigate  different careers and education routes, learn how to 
action plan and make informed decisions; and 

 have interviews with senior members of staff and the opportunity to meet with our Connexions Personal 
Adviser Jackie Duffy at key points in their school life. 

 
They are also introduced to the world of work through various Enterprise activities such as Curriculum Enrichment 
days in Year 7 (work shadowing/chocolate factory project), Year 9 (Enterprise Day) and Year 10 (mini-
consultancies). 
 
The Connexions Library is situated off the main library.  Prospectuses and information on jobs and courses at all 
levels can be found here.  The school computer network has several careers programmes, including "Kudos", 
"Push Guide to Universities" and "Which University" on CD ROM.  The students are taught how to use these, and 
can access them in their own time. 

 

I am the Youth Connexions Personal Adviser for Beaumont, working with 13 -19 year olds. 
 
I visit the school and offer students an impartial and confidential service to 
help them think about their options after Year 11 and beyond, be it college, 
higher education, employment, 6

th
 form or self- employment. I also offer 

support and advice if students have any barriers to getting what they want. 
 
× Students are offered a one to one interview; the majority of students I 

see are at key transition points eg. Year 11, 12 or 13.  
× I offer lunch time drop in sessions on  Tuesday in the Connexions 

area of the library  OR 
× Students can contact me directly on my email if they have an enquiry 

or want  to request an interview  OR 
× Students can see Ann Darnell in the school office to request an 

appointment with me. 
 
For further information on Youth Connexions go to www.channelmogo.org 
 
If students want advice during the holidays, we offer drop in afternoons at our office in St Albans located in the 
Oaklands College city campus ï near Reception. You can phone 01442 261511 for further information and/or to 
book an appointment. 
 
Year 11 students may also hear from us during the summer holidays as we follow up the destinations of all Year 
11, 12 and 13 students in the Hertfordshire area. 

 

Year 10 students will be doing their week of work experience from 8-12 June, and we would like to wish them all 
the best for the week. Please remember that: 
 
× They need to have made contact with their employer to see if they need to go in beforehand for an 

interview or to meet people and see where they will be working. 
× They need to ensure they are in school to sit any GCSE exams timetabled for work experience 

week. They should be at their placement for the rest of the day.  
× They need to let their employer and the school know if they are ill during work experience week. 
× They need to take their work experience diaries into work every day and ensure they are filled in. 

 

We hope they all have an enjoyable week!! 

http://www.channelmogo.org/
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Drama News 

Advance Notice ï a ómust seeô date for your diary 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Youth Theatre success for four Beaumont students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Writing Course  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Itôs 1962, the ó50s are out and change is in the air.... 

Beaumont has secured the rights to perform a new schoolsô version of the musical  
 

The show will be performed on  
9th 10th and 11th of December so make a note in your diary now to be sure of a fantastic evening!! 

 

Congratulations to four talented students who are celebrating the news that they have been accepted into 
the acclaimed National Youth Theatre (NYT).  
 

 Liam Desborough (Year 13),  
 Beth Templeton (Year 12),  
 Joe Medforth (Year 12) and  
 Sid Clegg (Year 10)  

 
are following in the footsteps of three other Year 13 students at Beaumont who are already members of the 
NYT ï Grace Gibson, Erica Thompson and Gabriel Jones .  
 
Earlier this year around 4000 young people between the ages of 13 and 21 auditioned for places at 23 NYT 
audition centres throughout the UK and the four Beaumont students were successful in gaining coveted acting 
places with the Theatre. 

The four students underwent a day of auditions where they had to display their talents in both group workshop 
and individual settings. Having been successful at this stage, they have now been offered places on a two 
week residential acting course in London where they will be introduced to various theatre disciplines, with a 
focus on working as an ensemble. Once they have completed the course they will have the opportunity to 
audition for future National Youth Theatre productions which take place in London, on tour and abroad, on the 
internet, in film and in all broadcast media. Many members of the NYT get the opportunity to perform abroad: 
former Beaumont student Josh Hart was a member of the NYT group which sang the national anthem at the 
closing ceremony of the Beijing Olympics. 

 

On the 6
th
 and 7

th
 of May 2009, we went to Presdales School in Ware for a Creative Writing Master 

class. Michael Morpurgo and Pete Johnson were there to help us improve our writing skills. 
 
When we arrived on Wednesday, we had a workshop with Michael Morpurgo. He told us stories of 
his childhood and of how he became a writer. Before we could go on the course, we were asked to 
read óPrivate Peacefulô and óSinging for Mrs Pettigrewô by Michael Morpurgo. He referred to these 
books many times throughout the course of the day. 
 
We were split into four classes, and were asked to write a story or poem on a person who is obsessed with an 
object, in the style of the story óThe Yellow Wallpaperô. This piece of writing would then be entered into the 
competition. 

 
The next day our workshops were with Pete Johnson, another childrenôs writer. He gave us tips 
on how to begin a story, and then how to keep the readerôs attention. 
 
We really enjoyed the experience and we hope that we will benefit from our time with the 
professional authors. 
 

Beth Wilson and Josh Clifford 7E 
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PE News 
Beaumont Athletics round up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sports Leadership in Year 12 
 

 
 
The Community Sports Leaders Award 
students in Year 12 went to Skyswood Primary 
School on Wednesday afternoons to lead the 
Year 4 class. For six weeks the leaders took 
small groups and taught them different 
sports/games. The students organised and 
communicated with the Skyswood pupils to a 
very high standard.  
 

The Head and Class Teacher at the school were very pleased with the sessions 
and the Year 4 class thought the sessions were ómarvellousô!  
 

For the final week, on Wednesday 6
th
 May the Community Sports Leaders 

and I organised a Rounders Festival for Years 3 & 4 students at Skyswood 
Primary School and the other primary schools in our cluster. We were lucky 
to have a beautiful sunny afternoon; the teams from our cluster family of 
primary schools arrived, including Oakwood Primary and Colney Heath 
Primary. The afternoon was a great success; all the students taking part 
played with skill and bags of enthusiasm. The final result was very close 
with Skyswood winning by one point.  
 

We have worked with a number of primary schools, so far this year, and the 
community links have benefitted both Beaumont students and the primary 
students. 

 
Michele Fox, School Sports Coordinator 

 

On Thursday 7
th
 May a number of Beaumont pupils competed in the County Pentathlon 

Championships at Ridlins Athletics Track, Stevenage. Every competitor had to complete five events 
over the day, including at least one sprint, a throw and a jump. The day always starts with a hurdles 
sprint and finishes with a gruelling middle distance run. 
 
In the Junior Boys age group George Elliott was our only representative. He produced an excellent all round 
performance jumping 1m 53cm in high jump and 5m 20cm in long jump, finishing 12

th
 out of 81 competitors. 

 
We had three competitors in the Junior Girls competition with Anshula Mauree Bain finishing 82

nd
 and Anna 

Connors 70
th
 out of 102 competitors. Jojo Mills was our highest placed in this age group finishing an excellent 

15
th
, jumping 1m 32cm in high jump and running 13.8seconds in the 75m hurdles. 

 
In the Inter Girls age group Lauren Bolger represented Beaumont and did a great job, finishing 8

th
 out of 51 

competitors.  This result was based on solid hurdles run, a 4m 52cm long jump and an excellent 23m 30m javelin 
throw. 
 
The Inter Boys had a team of three with all of them competing strongly in the competition. Joel Trounce and Nick 
Robinson finished 11

th
 and 12

th
 respectively with Joel running 16.9seconds in the 100m hurdles and Nick 

throwing 30m10cm in Javelin. Joe Greaves was our highest placed competitor in any age group, finishing 7
th
 

which is even more impressive based on the fact he competed a year out of age. Particularly impressive was his 
performance in long jump (5m 56cm) and discus (23m 88cm). 
 
The Inter Boys finished the team event in third place behind Hitchin Boys and St Clement Danes. 
Hopefully next year we can field a team of four that could have every chance of winning the 
competition.  
 
Well done to all of the competitors who as always were a credit to the school on a very tiring day. 
 

Mr Stewart 
 


