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From the Headteacher

Once again we have a Beaumont Life full of news of activities from the school and beyond. 1 continue to be
thrilled to lead a school where staff offer so many opportunities and where students experience and achieve so
much i well done to everyone and my thanks to staff and parents who give so generously of their time.

Inside this edition you will find news from the departments including more detail on the Modern Languages
OFSTED O6Outstandingbapuydgemeassasadot heum sportsd te
welcome the Sidnell brothers back to visit us. In addition, | would like to draw your attention to the article from Mr
Cross regarding electronic equipment in school and to the points raised by PCSO Helen Upton.

You should have received a Special Beaumont Life earlier this month outlining the proposed exciting changes to
the school 6s facilities including the new access.

to write to the St Albans District Council within the next two weeks in support of the planning application for the
school. It is essential that we improve our facilities to ensure the very best for students at Beaumont. (Further
information inside this issue).

Weare f ast approac HhiAnng/ersaryl eelebsatohsowhithdrnelud€ the Anniversary Ball on 5"
July. This is the first time such a ball has been held at Beaumont and we would like to see as many people there
as possible to join our celebrations; check the details inside if you have Yet to book your tickets. In addition to the
Ball we will hold an Old Beaumontians event during the day on the 5" July and an event for the students on
Friday 11™ July so look out for details. One further date to book is Wednesday 14 May for the Beaumont
School Association AGM at 7.45pm i we look forward to seeing you there.

Thank you all for your continued support in helping to make Beaumont an outstanding school.

Elizabeth Hitch

May Diary Dates
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Thur 1 1* Round National Schools Track and Field Athletics (date tbc)
Years 11-13 District Athletics Championship (Westminster Lodge) 4.30pm
Junior Maths Challenge
Parents Information Evening Year 8 Spanish 6.45pm; Year 8 German 7.45pm

Mon 5 School Closed (bank holiday)
Tues 6 Year 9 National Curriculum Tests (NCTs) all week
Weds 7 Deadline for BSA officer nominations
Thur 8 Year 12 AS students Home Study starts
Full Governors meeting 7.00pm in the Library
Mon 12  Years 7,8 & 9 exams (in lesson times during this week)
AS level exams start
Weds 14 BSA AGM i 7.45pm Library ALL WELCOME
Thur 15  Year 11 Home Study starts
Fri 16 Deadline: Beaumont Life
Year 13 Home Study starts
Thur 22  Year 7 Warwick Castle trip
Year 10/12 Parents Information Evening Rosas
Mon 26  HALF TERM begins (return to school Monday 2 June)
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Beaumont School Historyi Davi d and John Sidnell 6s visit

On Tuesday 15" April, history
students Rebecca Kellner, Jamie
Telkman, Vicky Fryer and Samuel
Norwood took a step back in time!
Members of the upper school will
remember the Sidnell twins who
studied at Beaumont 70 years ago.
Having met David and John in
Year 9 it was an honour being able
to talk to them one-to-one as part
of Beaumont 6s

celebrations, and they were able to
bring war-time Beaumont to life.

Armed with photos, paintings,
newspapers, letters, dreaded
school reports and even a lock of
Johnds hair from
created a fascinating picture of
Beaumont d&s histo
Beaumont was essentially two
single sex schools divided between
the floors of the main building;
these schools were kept very separate and any communication with the opposite sex was severely punished.
Nevertheless it was through a Beaumont window that John first saw the woman who would later become his wife.
However much of their school time was taken up by preparing for the war effort and David and John felt they
missed out on their education. To make matters worse neither of them were considered academic enough to be in

the A class at the age of seven, which inevitably determined the rest of their education. Despite leaving school with

no qualifications however they managed to pursue their passion in teaching. They brought their natural charm and
humour to the job and their lessons were very eventful; David vividly remembers a boy locking a class full of girls in

t he changing rooms and one of Johnés pupils went on to

Due to their personal attachment with the school and their love of history, David and John have given tremendous
support to the history department. Their innate ability to inspire interest in the past shows not only their exceptional

talent for teaching but also their passion for history, which they bring vividyt o | i f e. I n the words
not in the pasto.
Our thanks to David and John Sidnell and to Miss Wensley for organising this event. Samuel Norwood

Citizenship Issues - Slavery

As part of their Citizenship Studies, Years 9
and 10 have been working on a unit, devised
by Ms Wensley, looking at the legacies of
slavery (it was the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire in
2007).

The culmination of this was two assemblies
which, guided by form tutors, were managed
and organised by Year 9 and 10 students. All
who attended agreed that the students were
absolutely excellent, both in terms of their
efforts and the quality of the work produced.
Special mention should be made of Sam
Went, Year 10, who impressed everyone with
his confident and articulate commentary that
accompanied 10N's presentation. My thanks
to all the staff and students involved,;
especially the support of Miss Findlay.

Leigh Wensley, History Department
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