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From the Headteacher

Once again we have a Beaumont Life full of news of activities from the school and beyond. 1 continue to be
thrilled to lead a school where staff offer so many opportunities and where students experience and achieve so
much i well done to everyone and my thanks to staff and parents who give so generously of their time.

Inside this edition you will find news from the departments including more detail on the Modern Languages
OFSTED O6Outstandingbapuydgemeassasadot heum sportsd te
welcome the Sidnell brothers back to visit us. In addition, | would like to draw your attention to the article from Mr
Cross regarding electronic equipment in school and to the points raised by PCSO Helen Upton.

You should have received a Special Beaumont Life earlier this month outlining the proposed exciting changes to
the school 6s facilities including the new access.

to write to the St Albans District Council within the next two weeks in support of the planning application for the
school. It is essential that we improve our facilities to ensure the very best for students at Beaumont. (Further
information inside this issue).

Weare f ast approac HhiAnng/ersaryl eelebsatohsowhithdrnelud€ the Anniversary Ball on 5"
July. This is the first time such a ball has been held at Beaumont and we would like to see as many people there
as possible to join our celebrations; check the details inside if you have Yet to book your tickets. In addition to the
Ball we will hold an Old Beaumontians event during the day on the 5" July and an event for the students on
Friday 11™ July so look out for details. One further date to book is Wednesday 14 May for the Beaumont
School Association AGM at 7.45pm i we look forward to seeing you there.

Thank you all for your continued support in helping to make Beaumont an outstanding school.

Elizabeth Hitch

May Diary Dates
T , , mm T T, s, T T T TMT T I T T T T E!

Thur 1 1* Round National Schools Track and Field Athletics (date tbc)
Years 11-13 District Athletics Championship (Westminster Lodge) 4.30pm
Junior Maths Challenge
Parents Information Evening Year 8 Spanish 6.45pm; Year 8 German 7.45pm

Mon 5 School Closed (bank holiday)
Tues 6 Year 9 National Curriculum Tests (NCTs) all week
Weds 7 Deadline for BSA officer nominations
Thur 8 Year 12 AS students Home Study starts
Full Governors meeting 7.00pm in the Library
Mon 12  Years 7,8 & 9 exams (in lesson times during this week)
AS level exams start
Weds 14 BSA AGM i 7.45pm Library ALL WELCOME
Thur 15  Year 11 Home Study starts
Fri 16 Deadline: Beaumont Life
Year 13 Home Study starts
Thur 22  Year 7 Warwick Castle trip
Year 10/12 Parents Information Evening Rosas
Mon 26  HALF TERM begins (return to school Monday 2 June)
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Beaumont School Historyi Davi d and John Sidnell 6s visit

On Tuesday 15" April, history
students Rebecca Kellner, Jamie
Telkman, Vicky Fryer and Samuel
Norwood took a step back in time!
Members of the upper school will
remember the Sidnell twins who
studied at Beaumont 70 years ago.
Having met David and John in
Year 9 it was an honour being able
to talk to them one-to-one as part
of Beaumont 6s

celebrations, and they were able to
bring war-time Beaumont to life.

Armed with photos, paintings,
newspapers, letters, dreaded
school reports and even a lock of
Johnds hair from
created a fascinating picture of
Beaumont d&s histo
Beaumont was essentially two
single sex schools divided between
the floors of the main building;
these schools were kept very separate and any communication with the opposite sex was severely punished.
Nevertheless it was through a Beaumont window that John first saw the woman who would later become his wife.
However much of their school time was taken up by preparing for the war effort and David and John felt they
missed out on their education. To make matters worse neither of them were considered academic enough to be in

the A class at the age of seven, which inevitably determined the rest of their education. Despite leaving school with

no qualifications however they managed to pursue their passion in teaching. They brought their natural charm and
humour to the job and their lessons were very eventful; David vividly remembers a boy locking a class full of girls in

t he changing rooms and one of Johnés pupils went on to

Due to their personal attachment with the school and their love of history, David and John have given tremendous
support to the history department. Their innate ability to inspire interest in the past shows not only their exceptional

talent for teaching but also their passion for history, which they bring vividyt o | i f e. I n the words
not in the pasto.
Our thanks to David and John Sidnell and to Miss Wensley for organising this event. Samuel Norwood

Citizenship Issues - Slavery

As part of their Citizenship Studies, Years 9
and 10 have been working on a unit, devised
by Ms Wensley, looking at the legacies of
slavery (it was the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire in
2007).

The culmination of this was two assemblies
which, guided by form tutors, were managed
and organised by Year 9 and 10 students. All
who attended agreed that the students were
absolutely excellent, both in terms of their
efforts and the quality of the work produced.
Special mention should be made of Sam
Went, Year 10, who impressed everyone with
his confident and articulate commentary that
accompanied 10N's presentation. My thanks
to all the staff and students involved,;
especially the support of Miss Findlay.

Leigh Wensley, History Department
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Ice Ice Baby! Geography Trip to Iceland, Easter 2008

The Geography Department and sixth formers had an excellent time in
Iceland over the Easter holidays and were wowed by the sights we saw!

We arrived at Keflavik airport, just outside Reykjavik, and straight away
headed to the Blue Lagoon. The first thing which strikes you about the
scenery is how different it is to the UK with black lava fields with brown and
green moss growing all over it and no trees! The Blue Lagoon was a
welcome sight after our flight and we soaked outside in the warm waste
water from the Geo Thermal power station. Some of us treated our skin to
the face masks provided while others (the students!) decided it was a good
idea to smother themselves in squidgy stuff at the bottom of the lagoon
which had been walked on by lots of people T nicel From the Blue Lagoon
we travelled to our hotel in Reykjavik to have dinner and relax.

The next day, we met our guide and set off to the Mid Atlantic Ridge called
Pingvellir. As we travelled in land the amount of snow and ice increased and
we were soon realising why the country got its name. We walked from the - :
American tectonic plate, over the newest land in Europe towards the European Tectonic Plate. From there we
visited an extinct volcanic crater and onto the spectacular waterfall Gulfoss and the exploding Geysir. The evening
was spent in a hotel in the middle of nowhere and the students were treated to the traditional Iceland quiz night and
were amazed at the teachersoéintelligence!

The following day, we woke to the sound of gale force winds and decided it was the perfect day for the beach! We
tried to see the black volcanic beaches and basalt cliffs but
were more preoccupied with trying to stay on our feet and not
being blown over by the wind. Luckily it was only Mr Jenkins
and Miss Mansell who fell over! From there we walked behind
a waterfall and explored a lava tube. The highlight was
walking on the snout of a black glacier which is on top of the
very active volcano Katla which is overdue an eruption.

The last evening was spent in Reykjavik with a meal out and a
bracing walk along the water front. Time was spent on the
final day on a city tour of the capital and shopping.

A massive thank you to Mr Jenkins, Mrs Mitchell and Miss
Mansell for all their help on the trip and to the enthusiastic
Geography sixth formers i it was a fantastic trip.

Miss Hosegood

Yr 9 Geography Workshops

The Geography Department decided
they had had enough of teaching
Year 9 so passed the responsibility
to Yr 13 Geographers!

Around 50 students were treated to
one of workshops about a range of
geographical issues including The
Geography of Iceland, The Science
behind The Day After Tomorrow and
the Hummer vs the Toyota Pruis.
Thank you to the sixth formers who
independently planned and ran the
workshops. Also, thank you to the
Year 9 students whose questions
and enthusiasm added to the
success.

Miss Hosegood
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News from the PE Department

Girlsé District Hockey Finals 17th March

Once again Beaumont were very well represented, participating in all but one Final.

The Year 8 team, who are also County Champions and District Tournament Champions played extremely well,
winning 3 7 0 against Sir John Lawes to achieve a District and County clean sweep. Well done to the whole squad
on an outstanding achievement.

Squad: Miranda Shelley, Robyn Moore, Chloe Haynes, Rowen Seglah, Jojo Mills, Juliet Parker, Lottie Rayburn,
Karis Mimms, Anna Connors, Sarah Walker, Emily Mattin, Alice Lazarus, Sarah Llewellyn, Ellie Hall, Jenny
Handley, Rebecca Tough, Louise Taylor.

The Year 9 team also had a very successful season with a County Cup semi and District Tournament win behind
them they came into the District Cup Final against Sir John Lawes in a confident frame of mind. In a very tight game
we took a 1-0 lead but allowed our opponent back in and eventually shared the trophy with a 1-1 result.

Squad: Liz Worswick, Nya Rayburn, Kate Melville, Nell Rogers, Sarah Marsh, loana Cutforth, Emily Bovington,
Hollie Coupar, Beanie Williams, Anastasia Bee, Winnie Wallace, Claudia Cliffe, Naomi Armstrong, Anna Naylor.

The Year 10teamhad emul ated the year 96s, winning the Dist
Unfortunately, against a determined Sir John Lawes team in the District Cup Final we started the game with a
couple of key players unable to play through injury and went down 3-0.

Squad: Erin Fogarty, Beth Gainsborough, Natalie Desborough, Megan Shaw, Natalie Hilton, Josie Green, Rebecca
Barrington, Rachel Warren, Alice Warwick, Megan Wynne, Aisling Langan-Culley, Lauren Rigby, Hannah
Moghaddas, Alice Clouting.

The Senior team were our unluckiest side this year, coming up against top quality opposition at County level and
just finding scoring really difficult. A very talented squad finished runners up to Sir John Lawes in the District
Tournament and unfortunately lost 3-1 to the same opposition in the District Cup. The squad should be proud of
their achievements this season and a thank you to all the girls leaving the squad this year.

Senior Hockey Squad: Claire Brown, Rebecca Dolphin, Rebecca Darnell, Kelsey Alderman, Amy Bovington,
Hannah Walsh, Hannah Mills, Izzy Thompson, Sarah Mobbs, Natalie Burrows, Tash Kistnen, Zoe Vincent, Melissa
Hazeldine.

Year 7 Boys County Basketball Rally, 14" March
o

/s

KA ', 12 schools were placed in 3 groups of 4 at different venues around the County. In our group we played St
4 Columba® College, St Georges, and John F Kennedy School. In our first game against St Columba® we
were only two points down at half time but went on to lose by 12. In our last two matches we won comfortably,
finishing second in the group to the eventual winners. The boys have worked hard this year and have improved
greatly. | look forward to our first season in the County League next year.

Squad: Josh Smithers, Mitchell Jarves, Robert Ward, Kieron Gastaldi Davis, Michael Murray, Joseph Yussuff,
Henry Johnson, Jack Nevin, Max Robson, Daniel Novelli, David Shadbolt.

t S Year 8 and 10 Girls District Cup Football

The Year 8 and 10 girls both reached the District Cup football finals held at the Woollams playing fields at
the end of last term.

The combined year 7 and 8 squad, who are County Cup runners up, played extremely well to win the District Cup
beating Marlborough 4-1 with Fiona Foster, Juliet Parker, Zoe Darnell and Clara Ryan all scoring. The Year 8 7-a-
side squad also won the District Tournament beating Townsend 2-1 in the final after winning every group game.
They have been an excellent squad to work with and deserved their District Cup and Tournament victories.

Squad: Girls: Katy Foster, Christina Kendall, Jojo Mills, Rebecca Tough, Faith Trounce, Fiona Foster, Juliet Parker,
Maddy Warbey ©, Clara Ryan, Abbie Smith, Sarah Milton, Anshula Mauree-Bain, Miranda Shelly, Chloe Haynes,
Zoe Darnell (Year 7), Mary Stanley (Year 7).

The combined Year 9 and 10 squad played Townsend in the final and struggled to really compete in the first half
and were 2-0 down at half time. The second half was a different story and we dominated for the majority of it.
Unfortunately for us the Townsend goalkeeper was outstanding and we only scored late on when Megan Wynne
scored with an excellent header direct from a corner. A draw would have been a fair result but it was always going
to be tough when you give any team a two goal lead.

Squad: Natalie Hilton, Grace Lewis, Megan Wynne, Alice Warwick, Josie Green, Holly Sheridan, Lauren Bolger,
Aisling Langan-Culley, Megan Shaw, Emily Bovington, Winnie Wallace, Coral Clayton.
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Year 7 Indoor Athletics

Well done to all of the Year 7 athletes who competed in the Indoor District Fun in the Athletics
Tournament at Bricket Wood Sports Centre arlier this term. Ten boys and ten girls were selected
and competed in three track events, one throw and one jump. Ten schools from the District competed
and a shield and medals were %iven out to the top boys and girls team and the combined winning team.
In the girls event we finished 6" but in the boys event we won, beating Sir John Lawes into second place by ¥ a point!
Our combined score put us in second place behind Sir John Lawes who had also won the girls competition. Well done
to all of the pupils who competed and let& hope the outdoor season is just as successful!

Girls team: Anna Keeley, Ally Pugh, Florence Almond, Sarah Shah, Maddie Adams, Amelia Sanderson, Tiffany
Anmar, Bethan Llewellyn, Lydia Greaves, Chloe Watson.

Boys team: Joe Mason, Jack Nevin, Alex Sharpe, Josh Smithers, George Sharpe, Aaron Exley, Luke Robertson,
Aaron Gwyther, Robert Ward, Callum Peet.
Mr Stewart
Rugby Season Review

\

This year has been another season of steady progress at Beaumont with all the junior teams dominating
their Saturday morning fixture card, and the Year 10s touring the beaches of Malta.

The Seniors have been competitive in all their fixtures against local schools and made it to the second round of the
National Plate competition, beating Verulam along the way.

As always the Year 7 team made great strides as some players new to the game learnt the ropes and gelled with the
more experienced players. In the final analysis they won three and lost three fixtures.

The Year 8team has really pushed on with a number of new players joining the squad. If any game could sum up the
commitment of the players it would be against Verulam when they battled for most of the game with 14 players
against a very good side and if anything finished the stronger.

The Year 9 and 10 teams battled it out for most successful team of the season. The Year 9s lost only one game,
when 10 of the first choice side were on the French exchange, and had an average winning margin of 30 points a
game.

The Year 10s remained undefeated in their Saturday fixtures, the pick of which was an incredible 66-0 win over
Verulam. They also entered the National Cup for the first time, progressing to the second round and only losing out to
a traditionally strong rugby school, Richard Hale. It has been very pleasing to see this team enjoy success. They have
adopted a very direct style of play based around uncompromising forwards and a hard fast backline. | look forward to
many of this team representing the Senior XV next year!

| would like to thank all the players who have trained and played so well this year and also to thank Mr Sievewright, Mr
Lavin and Mr Cavanagh for taking their respective teams.
Mr Panting

Beyond Beaumont Can you sew

curtains?
Dol et us hear of the O6outsi dei pasth
or present T so we can let Beaumont Life readers know. Email
ann.darnell@beaumont.herts.sch.uk

The BSA have offered to replace the
curtains in the Hall. If you are handy with
a sewing machine and would be able to
put together some new (large!!) curtains

Jojo Mills (8N) has been selected to play for East Hockey U14
Performance Programme.

Mary Perrott attended a GB archery squad training camp recently and
performed at such a high standard that she was judged eligible for a
place on the GB team at the European Championships in May.
Although she is unable to take this up due to clashes with her GCSE
exams, she has secured a place at the qualifying shoot for the 2008
World Outdoor Championships in Turkey later this year.

Well done to both girls for these outstanding achievements.

please drop Abi Lewis an email on
bsa@beaumont.herts.sch.uk or call Ann
Darnell at school on 01727 854726.
Payment wi || be a\
something you could tackle please do
get in touch!
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Beaumont School
70thAnniversary Ball
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Saturday 5th July, 2008
710 12.30

At Old Albanians Club, St Albans
Tickets are £45

Welcomedrwk t h canap®s, Delicious Summer Buffet 4§
Auction of Promises with a professional auctideeiH®eacock

You can still order tickets 0 forms are available at school reception, through a link on the school website
or you can email the committee on bsa@beaumont.herts.sch.uk
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The BSA Need Your Help

The BSA are holding an On line Auction of Promises. We are specifically raising money for our
Excite with Science Project which aims to totally refurbish room 41, enabling it to meet modern
day requirements. This does not come cheap and will greatly enhance the learning of all our
children,sowe real ly appreciate everyoneds hel p.
No Promise is too small T Be creative!

You could offer a service 1 if you are a beautician, hairdresser, landscape gardener, mechanic, plumber,
electrician, architect, solicitor, plasterer, carpenter, physiotherapist, osteopath, dietician, homeopath, personal
trainer or taxi driver, you could offer a number of hours work for the auction? Do you sew? Could you offer to
make curtains? Could you babysit, bake a cake, cook for a dinner party, waitress for a party or even be a butler
for the day!

Can your company donate an item or a service that we can auction?

Do you own a restaurant or even regularly eat at one? Could you ask them to donate a meal for two? How about
your local takeaway - would they offer a meal for two or even a free pizza?

Could you offer sports tickets, a signed shirt or offer the opportunity to train with a club?

Do you have a holiday home you could offer? You could ask for a refundable deposit to ensure the recipients treat
it with respect.

We can always offer a reserve on a particularly valuable promise.
We would also like to encourage the students to offer a promise for the auction - could they help a younger
student with their homework or French orals, babysit, wash a car, mow the lawn, walkadog or f eed

rabbit while ttheydre on holiday

I am sure you wil/| come up with different Promises
it at reception in an envelope marked Auction of Promises or email the BSA on bsa@beaumaont.herts.sch.uk

Although we are raising money for the science lab at the Auction, the BSA raise funds to support the school in
various ways. This year we are funding a school minibus, new curtains for the Hall, a new backdrop for the stage,
a piano for the music department as well as trampolines for the PE department, renovation of the sixth form
common room, interform prizes and the carol service at the Abbey; we also run a hardship fund.
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Beaumont School Development Proposals i letters of support

Hopefully you will have received our Special Edition of Beaumont Life setting out the development proposals for
the School (please call Ann Darnell on 01727 854726 if you would like a copy, or download it from the School
website www.beaumontschool.com). This is a reminder that the School would welcome you sending letters of
support for the proposals to St Albans District Council so that they can be taken into account when they consider
the Planning application which has been submitted to them. Please send letters, quoting reference 5/08/0812 -
Beaumont School/Winches Farm, St. Albans, to: Planning Department, St. Albans City & District Council, Civic
Centre, St. Peters Street, St. Albans, AL1 3JE, as soon as possible but at the very latest by 9 June 2008.
Alternatively you can submit comments viat h e Co website Wwwsstalbans.gov.uk/living/planning/search-
plans using the reference number 5/2008/0812. Thank you for your support.

Use of electronic equipment in school

As many parents will appreciate, most young people regard electronic devices such as mobile phones and mp3
players as essential to their everyday lives and they are very keen to bring them into school. This can present
several challenges, not least in keeping them secure, and we would remind all parents and pupils that phones
and ipods,etcar e brought i nto school .&heyshotuldnotrbe leftinueattehded bmgen
or blazer pockets and, like all valuables, they are best left in lockers for P.E. and lunchtime sports activities.

A further problem presented by electronic devices is their potential misuse during the day and the school operates
a policy of prohibiting the use mobile phones and mp3 players during lessons and break time. If a pupil is found
using one of these by a member of staff, they can expect to have it confiscated and kept securely. On the first
instance it is kept until the end of the day and on the second for five school days. Parents will be informed at this
point as, on the third occasion an electronic device is misused, it is retained until the end of the half term as an
escalating deterrent for persistent breaking of school rules. The counting of confiscations runs for the academic
year, ie from September until July.

As we enter the examination season, it is particularly important for parents and pupils to be aware of the exam
board requirements on electronic devices. Their regulations are quite clear: no electronic devices may be taken
into an exam room. To quote the Joint Council for Qualifications which oversees all examination boards:
6 P o s s e s snautharised ftems is an infringement of the regulations and could result in disqualification from
the current examination and the overall qualification. Candidates are advised that mobile phones in particular
should not be in their possession whetherornot t hey ar e It&s essentialhhatall papils.adhere to this
stipulation as the experience of candidates at Beaumont and other schools has proved that this is not an idle
threat. Full information about the regulations which apply to candidates entering external examinations can be

found at www.jcqg.org.uk.
Mr C Cross, Assistant Headteacher

Notification of Increase to Music Fees From September 2008

Could parents please note that fees for instrumental/vocal tuition will increase from the start of the Autumn term in
September 2008. These increases are necessary in order to cover the cost of tuition incurred by Beaumont. We
believe our fees continue to represent excellent value.

The new prices are as follows

Type of Tuition Duration Cost per Term (11 weeks)
Individual 30 minutes £183.15
Individual 20 minutes £122.10
Shared 30 minutes £ 87.34
In addition please rememberi f your <child wishes to stop taki ngein

writing must be given to the Finance Office. This must be received before the half term holiday (to finish at the
end of the term) or before the end of the term (to finish at the end of the next half term).

Wi nners of the BSA6s 200 Club Dr aws
January February March
£10 Sue Morgan £10 Lindsey Haynes £10 Julia Fryer
£10 Roger Llewellyn £10 Jean McCann £10 Isobel Pile
£35 Louise Wiltshire £35 Christina Phillips £35 Sheila Tidball
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Nexus Extended Schools Newsletter

Extended Schools 01727 855134 \\/ 01727 811541
c/o Fleetville Junior School, 228 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW
e- mail jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk

Linkina Schools and the Community

PARENT SUPPORT
For support and gui dance donhoddall theoHEIPEINE oh 07984 436989. an app

COMMUNICATING WITH TEENAGERS i Parenting Course
Run by Youth Talk, we are offering a six week course to be held in the Language Block at Beaumont from 7.30-
9.30pm Wednesday evenings starting 7" May. Places must be reserved with Jo.

FIRST AID COURSE FOR TEENAGERS AND ADULTS

Due to popular demand, we are offering another four hour accredited course for young people who babysit or care
for children. To be held on Saturday, 21° June 2008 from 9.30am-1.30pm at Fleetville Junior School. Cost £15.00 -
to reserve a place please contact Jo.

COMMUNITY EVENT i 15T JULY

We are holding an event for local people from minority ethnic groups looking for courses, parenting support,
assistance and guidance on helping their children with homework, etc. Please call Jo to find out more or just come
along to Fleetville Junior School at 10.00am.

NUMERACY COURSE FOR ADULTS
We are offering a taster course of 5 weeks Wednesday mornings at Verulam School, from 9.15-11.30am. This can
ultimately lead to a qualification the following year. Starts 4™ June 1 call Jo for a place.

For details of the above please contact Jo Maher on 01727 855134 or 07939 111152.

BeauSandVer Community Programme i update

There are still some places available on the following Community Programme courses for this term:

AT BEAUMONT SCHOOL:

Dress making for beginners/continuers (over 14s) on Wednesday evenings 7.30am i 9.00pm from 7 May i 9
July plus Sat morning workshop on 7 June, £34.

Family Felt Making Workshop 9.30 1 1.00pm Saturday 14 June, £10 per adult or £15 parent + child

Modern Foreign Language classes

To join this termds classes in French, Ger man, It al
language. However you can put your name down on the waiting list for courses starting in September.

AT SANDRINGHAM SCHOOL:

Jewellery Workshops, 10am i 12.30pm Saturday mornings.

17 May Cobweb/twisted wire, £30.

21 June Advanced Tiger Tail (previous experience necessary), £20.

5 July Wire and Chain, £20.

International Green Cuisine (over 14). Inspirational vegetarian cookery from BBC writer Rosalyne Masselin,
starting Wed 30 April for 6 weeks, 77 9 pm, £63.

Introduction to Water colour painting, (over 16). Ideal for beginners. Starting Thursday 5 June for 5 weeks, 7 1
9pm, £55.

Intermediate Photography Skills, (over 16) for (digital) SLR or bridge cameras. Starting Monday 2 June for six
weeks, 717 9pm, £65.

AT VERULAM SCHOOL:

Introduction to Excel, (over 16s). Tuesday evenings 6 i 20 May from 77 9pm, £30.

Powerpoint for Beginners, (over 16s). Tuesdays 37 17 June from 71 9pm, £30.

The full programme can be downloaded from www.beausandver.org.uk or contact Carole Heselton on 01727
754113 or at carole.heselton@verulam.herts.sch.uk.for more information or to book a place.
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