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From the Headteacher 

 
 

This last month has been a tough one for the Beaumont community with the sudden deaths of Liam Woods (Year 
10) and Vincenzo (Chinni) Vetere (Year 12).  I hope you have received hard copies of my letters relating these 
very sad events and thanking you all for your tremendous support.  Please read them on the website if you have 
not seen them.  Our thoughts and prayers remain with their families and friends in the difficult times ahead.  
Please note the additional parentsô information evening on Tuesday 1

st
 December, óHelping your child with 

bereavement and lossô which we hope parents will find helpful. 
 
As I write we have just held the Year 12 GCSE Presentation Evening and it was a delight to welcome back Mr 
Jon Jenkins (past Head of Year) to speak to us.  The AL / IB Presentation is in mid-December when we look 
forward to welcoming back last yearôs Year 13;  this event is always a special occasion when we hear how past 
students are progressing.  As usual December is a busy month for students and staff alike; we are looking 
forward to the Carol Service and the production of óHairsprayô as well as the Christmas lunches! 
 
Congratulations are due to Miss Doan who has been successful in her application to become an Advanced 
Skills Teacher at Beaumont following a rigorous external assessment.  Last week we said farewell to Ms Findlay 
as she begins her maternity leave.  Later in December we will say farewell to three members of the support staff:  
Mrs Withnell (Teaching Assistant), Mrs Mortimer (Pastoral Assistant) and Mrs Emmans (Textiles / Food 
Technician), all of who have been at Beaumont for many years and given so much to the school.  We thank them 
all for their hard work and wish them all the very best. 
 
Once again, thank you for your support which has been particularly appreciated by all of us this month. 

 
 
 
 
 

December Diary Dates 
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Beaumont 
major 
event 
ofBeaumo
nt  

Tues 1 Group B ski lessons, 3.30 ï 6.30pm  
Helping your child cope with bereavement and loss ï Beaumont School, 7.30 - 9.00pm 

Weds 2 Year12 Parent Consultation Evening 
Meeting for Parents of children with ASD ï Learning Support Base, 7.00 ï 9.00pm  
Senior XV Rugby match tbc. 

Fri 4 BSA set up for Christmas Fair 
Sat 5 Christmas Fair ï 11.00 ï 2.00pm 

Year 10 girls Cross Country National Finals, Newquay 
u12 ï u15 v St. Georges (Rugby) 
Senior XV v St. Georges 2

nd
 XV 

Mon 7 Carol Service at St. Peterôs Church ï 7.00pm  
Tues 8 Hairsprayô rehearsal periods 4 ï 7  
Weds 9 óHairsprayô performance ï Hall  

Senior XV v Richard Hale 2
nd

 XV 
Thur 10 óHairsprayô performance ï Hall  
Fri 11 Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 Interim reports issued 

Beaumont Life deadline 
óHairsprayô performance ï Hall  

Sat 12 u12 ï u15 v Richard Hale óBô (Rugby) 
Tues 15 Christmas lunch  
Weds 16 Christmas lunch  

óAô Level and IB Presentation Evening ï Hall ï 7pm 
Fri 18 Year 11 Interim reports issued 

End of Term: early finish to school day ï  dismissal from 12.30pm onwards 
 

Students return to school after the Christmas Holidays on Monday 4 January 2010 
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Welcome to Beaumont Drama.  
 

In recent years the Drama department has continued to grow and offer more opportunities for more students 
than ever before. Over the following pages you will get the opportunity to discover what goes on in our 
lessons and how Drama helps our students develop essential skills that they will use whatever their chosen 
career. 

 

Drama at Beaumont gave me 
the opportunity to develop in 
both the performance and 
theoretical aspects of the 
subject, first through GCSE 
and then A-Level.  
 

Since leaving Beaumont I 
have completed a BA Honours 
degree in Drama from the 
University of Exeter and am 
currently training at The 
Drama Centre London where I 
am studying for an M.A in 
Classical European Acting. I 
would never have thought 
when playing 'Ratty' in a 
production of "Wind in the 
Willows" that I would be 
undertaking a Post-Graduate 
course, but thanks to the 
marvellous teaching and 
attitude in the Drama 
Department I left feeling 
capable of pursuing the 
subject to the highest level.  
 

Rob Welling 

 

Four former students share 
what Drama at Beaumont 

has meant for them. 

Drama at Beaumont supplies me with my fondest memories of being at 
school. It was a safe space to have fun and feel confident without feeling 
judged. The support from the teachers was endless and didnôt stop once 
I had left. After achieving top grades at A level and realising that acting 
was my passion, I was accepted at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, 
one of the top drama schools in the country. 
 
After Graduating in July I signed with a leading agent and I am 
auditioning for TV, film and theatre. In October this year my first job took 
me to Dubai where I performed in front of royalty!! 
Drama at Beaumont gave me a firm foundation of excellent skills ï it 
inspired me, stretched me, constantly fed my passion to perform and 
gave me the confidence to follow my dream. 

 

Jack Hardwick 

 

Drama lessons at Beaumont were like no other classes at school. I 
loved working in groups and made some fantastic friendships during this 
time. There was always a massive amount of satisfaction when a piece 
came together at the end - despite all the inevitable arguments and last 
minute stresses that went in to creating the performance.  
 

When thinking about what I wanted to do at University I knew it would 
have to be a very practical hands-on course. Drama also introduced me 
to some amazing playwrights, and I wanted to be able to carry on this 
love of reading and interpreting what the writer wants to tell the 
audience. I decided to do Theatre Design BA at Nottingham Trent. 
Within the first term I had helped create a full size set of a Parisian 
artistôs studio, made a 60s 'modette' costume, and learnt about lighting 
and sound recording when we created the soundtrack to a 1950s 
gangsterôs funeral in Sao Paulo - I loved it! Studying Drama taught me 
the way that I learn best- hands on, making things and sharing ideas. 
 

Hannah Budd 

 

Nearly eight years ago I did something that, little did I know at the time, would have huge consequences 
concerning the shape of my life; I chose to study Drama at GCSE. At the time it was just another simple 
stepping stone in my school career but it soon became very apparent that this subject was having a potent 
effect on not only my education, but also how I viewed the world. Drama did all the things that I expected it 
would when I signed up for it. It provided me with a creative outlet, an improved social confidence and a means 
by which to express myself, but it also did something more; it gave me a lens through which to view the world, 
and for me this is the vital core of Drama that has stayed with me right up to now, where Iôm beginning the first 
term of my Masterôs course in International Performance Research in Amsterdam.  
 

Drama, Theatre Studies and Performance Studies provide a vital insight into not only the way we perceive 
society and culture, but also the way we understand ourselves. It is both a highly practical and highly 
theoretical means of interrogation that can be applied to all aspects of life, and yet remain an entity in itself. It 
is this elusiveness that attracts me to the subject; it is all encompassing, yet difficult to define. Every time you 
think youôve stumbled upon a clear definition of the subject, someone proposes an alternative and equally valid 
idea, which reshapes the playing field. It is this constant process of re-examination which I now, eight years on, 
find not only an extremely valuable academic asset, but also a continuous source of inspiration in my day to 
day life.                                                                                                                                           .....contôd over 

 



Beaumont Life November 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

......contôd 
Most importantly, and as clichéd as it sounds, Drama taught me that failure is ok. In fact ófailingô is a myth, a 
fake idea, something which only really occurs when you have failed to try. You can only fail to attempt, to get on 
your feet and probe an idea until you canôt interrogate it anymore. That is the only time you can fail.  
 
After finishing my time at Beaumont I went on to spend three exciting and challenging years at Warwick 
University studying Theatre and Performance Studies. This is where my suspicions were confirmed; the people, 
who are teaching in this field, from Year 7 through until now, are frighteningly intelligent, well-rounded, caring 
individuals. They are people that seek to negotiate the complexities of our world with a mixture of delicate care 
and boundless enthusiasm. I cannot express enough my gratitude (and relief if Iôm honest) that these people 
have been in my life as teachers and as friends.  
 
Through this subject Iôve met people from all over the world and been given access to countless opportunities, 
both academic, work related and social, that I would have otherwise not had. Simply put, but vital none the less, 
is the fact that Iôve had a lot of fun and Iôve learned a great deal, more than I ever thought I would or even could 
eight years ago. Thank you Beaumont Drama. 

Nick Gibson 

 

 
Drama classes at Beaumont are amazingly fun and you never quite know what those crazy Drama teachers will 
throw at you next; take last week for example when we came in to find our teachers with straws around their 
ears, telling us we were about to strut our stuff on the cat walk! We always walk into something interesting and 
exciting and are always learning something new.  
 

Working together is another great thing we do in the lessons, putting your trust in people you may not even 
know very well! Drama class at Beaumont brings us all together and lets us truly enjoy ourselves! 
 

Rosie Goymer 9E 

           
        Drama lessons at Beaumont are great! With all 
of the Drama teachers being really fun, they mix 
learning in with loads of fun activities. In Drama 
lessons we were kind of introduced slowly whilst 
really fun stuff was going on, and before we realised, 
we knew loads of Drama techniques and things that 
we could do to improve our work. We have done 
things like freeze frames and role plays. Sometimes 
we do them about spooky houses and really fun stuff 
like that!  
 

We learn something different every lesson which is 
wonderful!  
 

Oliver Davies 7A 

 
In Drama this term Year 8 has been studying Soap 
Operas. Within our groups we created four scenes 
based upon weddings, disasters, conflicts and big 
secrets. Then we linked them together and 
performed the finished pieces to the rest of the class. 
We included split scenes, Multiroling and many other 
drama techniques. 
 

Right now we are basing our work on pantomimes 
using melodrama. We watched and then created our 
own silent movies to help us exaggerate movements 
on stage. Overall we have found these activities 
really enjoyable. 
 

Beth Wilson and Sarah Nicholson 8E 
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So itôs been about a year since Iôve been to the theatre; 
the last thing I saw was óOthelloô at the Lyric... Then all 
of a sudden BAM! IB Theatre starts and Iôve seen three 
shows in a month! Itôs awesome! The stuff we study is 
conveniently being performed on stage right now. In IB 
Standard level lessons weôve been looking at óA 
Midsummer Nightôs Dreamô and comedy. And in Higher 
level lesson we have focussed on musicals, Bertolt 
Brecht and other theatre practitioners.  
 

We all went to see óThe Mysteriesô ï a biblical 
production by a South African company, incorporating 
chanting, clapping, singing and about six different 
languages ï it was genius. Then we saw óHairsprayô 
with the rest of the cast ï linked to our study of 
musicals, obviously. And lastly we saw óMother Courage 
and her Childrenô by Bertolt Brecht with Fiona Shaw and 
Harry Melling (Aunt Petunia and Dudley Dursley from 
the Harry Potter films). It was beyond brilliant and it 
embraced the Brechtian elements too. 
 

We have very small groups ï three in Standard and two 
in Higher levels, but this means we achieve a lot and 
lessons are very versatile, with encouragement to read 
and see plays and productions. We also gain a lot more 
freedom in how we do things and gain experience in 
roles other than just actor. Just last lesson for example 
we each ran a 30 minute workshop based on a theatre 
practitioner and a couple of weeks before that we 
directed each other in monologues. 
 

Above all, I love how the material we study is so 
different to anything weôve ever done and how varied it 
is too. Musicals like Oklahoma and Hairspray are on 
totally the other end of the spectrum to Bertolt Brechtôs 
work, but itôs just awesome and I would definitely 
recommend and encourage others to do it. 
 

Mikka Yee 12 GDj 

 
I started my A2 year a few months ago, after 
achieving well over my AS targets ï the pick of the 
bunch being a B in Drama. But over a year earlier it 
had been a different story: I had been told that there 
would be a high chance of my failing my AS year 
because my GCSE grades were distinctly average. 
But the Drama department stuck by me, so I was 
allowed to start the 6

th
 form, and Iôve managed to 

push onwards and upwards in most areas. Iôm now 
confident that Iôll gain the grades I need to enter 
University.  
 

From the beginning of my ASs my Drama teachers 
told me to forget about my low expectations as they 
had the belief in me to reach much higher levels. Iôm 
sure I wouldnôt have reached my potential if it werenôt 
for their constant support. For me, it is important to 
get on well with your Drama teachers as itôs a far 
more personal and interactive subject than any other 
Iôve encountered. I found the more effort and work I 
put in for the department, the more faith they showed 
in me ï boosting my confidence, and as a result, 
boosting my grades. Drama has not only become my 
favourite subject, but a personal interest ï and one 
that I will continue to be involved with for years to 
come. It is the vital teamwork and the practical aspect 
of the lessons which promotes a genuine feel-good 
atmosphere amongst the pupils and teachers alike. 
Thereôs a friendly, working ethos which I find so 
enabling and comforting in situations where we are 
asked to perform under pressure. 
 

I canôt say what studying Drama is like in other 
schools, but they would certainly do well to beat the 
Beaumont drama department. I recommend this 
subject to all lovers of the subject ï and certainly 
hope they seriously consider getting involved. 
 

Ben Hudson-Leathers 13 PDe 
 

 
 
GCSE Drama is an amazing course to take. 
Every lesson we go in and we donôt know what 
might happen during that next hour! During our 
course we study many different topics and are 
currently studying War Horse. War Horse is a 
fantastic piece of theatre set in the 1910s. Last 
week we went to see it at the theatre in London 
which was fantastic!!  
 

So far in this term we have done a mixture of 
devised and script work. 
 
 
Our Drama group is like a family so no matter who youôre working with youôre 
more than happy to get on with the task. Weôve done improvisation as a whole 
class and itôs surprising how focused everybody was and how quickly we all got 
into character. As well as that, we have done pieces on natural disasters where 
we all used a lot of flocking and physical theatre before moving onto our very 
moving and dramatic pieces of how the other half lives. We have even made 
puppets and performed short pieces using them which were very funny! Overall 
I am enjoying Drama very much. 

Katie McMillin 10S 

 
 
I am glad I chose to study 
BTEC Performing Arts 
(acting).  
 

I have learned a lot from 
Miss Hornôs lessons and 
have become more 
confident towards acting.  
 

All the students in my class 
always have positive 
comments to say about the 
course. As there is no 
coursework I find the 
lessons relaxing and 
enjoyable.  
 

I always look forward to 
Drama lessons! 
 

Issie Joiner 11L 
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Drama Clubs 
 

As well as the major school productions that take place we also run five different 
Drama clubs. Year 7, 8 and 9 clubs all perform their own annual shows. Every 
student who regularly attends a club will be in the production. This year we have 
introduced an Original Writing Club that allows our budding playwrights to experiment 
with techniques and ideas. At Key Stage 5 we also have óAL4ô, a physical theatre 
company that students are invited to join. This year our shows will include: 
 

Year 7 ï Arabian Nights 
Year 8 ï Monkey 
Year 9 ï Oliver Twist 
Original Writing rehearsed readings 
AL4 ós first public performance 
And of course HAIRSPRAY ï tickets on sale now at break times in Room 6 
 

There are always ways of getting involved in Drama. If you do not want to be in the 
spotlight we are always looking for people to be part of our stage management and 
costume teams and the lighting crew. Please ask your Drama teacher if you are 
interested. 
 

Hairspray Tickets 
 
 
On sale break times 
Room 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Adult tickets are £7 
Concessions are £4.  

 

Hairspray ï Workshop with Ian Good 
 

On Thursday 19 November we welcomed Ian Good  to Beaumont. Ian is the UK Creative Director of Hairspray. All 
professional productions of Hairspray in the UK are directed by him. We were very lucky that he found the time to 
come and work with our lead actors. 
 

What the students said: 
 

 Ian inspired us to believe in the 
text and what we were saying. By 
believing he brought out the best 
in all of us.  Melissa 
 

 An incredible experience with the 
Guru of Hairspray who is Ian 
Good! A lot of nerves were in the 
room at the start but Ian was 
great and made us feel 
comfortable whilst giving us 
brilliant tips and making us look 
deeper into the lyrics of our 
songs. Everyoneôs confidence 
and characters have grown 
exceptionally. Weôre so grateful 
for his help!                        Becca 
 

 

 After a day of incessant worrying, the rehearsal with Ian Good blew me 
away. I think we all feel much more confident after the time he spent 
with us                                   Joe                                       
             
 

 The afternoon with Ian Good was 
an invaluable experience ï one 
that Iôm sure weôll never forget. 
He helped each one of us to 
improve and help us further on 
the way to making this show 

spectacular!                        Beth 
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YEAR 9 ECONOMICS 
 

As an introduction to the subject of Economics, Year 9 
spent a day exploring the concepts of earning, 
spending, saving, borrowing, interest and interest 
rates. 
 

They learned how prices influence our spending 
choices and how prices are determined by the 
interaction of demand and supply. Working in teams 
they bid for a dream team of footballers through an 
auction and experienced firsthand the influences of 
demand and supply on price. 
 

They worked to understand that the economy is made 
up of all activity involving earning, spending and saving 
money, and the production of goods and services. The 
role of consumers, firms and government and how they 
link together was researched.  

Students investigated inflation ï the general 
rise in prices of all or most goods ï and its 
effect on the value of money.  The causes of 
inflation were explained and they realised that 
high inflation can lead to economic problems 
and how it can be partly controlled by interest 
rates.   
 

Finally students looked at bank note security 
as this underpins the whole economic 
system. 

Ms Beaumont 
 

What the students said: I thought that the 
event where we discussed the economy of 
our country was very interesting and useful.  

This is because it helped me understand how money gets transferred or moved to different place -  

from consumers to businesses etc.                                                               Tangina 9S            

YEAR 7 CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
 
On CED day, form groups 7 R, N and S spent the day 
in technology for our famous Design Technology 
'Chocolate Factory Experience'. 
 

The day aims to give a taste of the world of work to 
students and complements the work shadowing 
activity planned for January. We teach how a batch 
production/assembly line system works by 'employing' 
the students in various manufacturing roles, including 
quality control and personnel. 
 

By the end of the day the factory produced 540 
handmade chocolates, filling 93 origami boxes, tagged 
with a dedication to someone special. The students 
'earnt' one box each to take home at the end of the 
day.                                                         Mrs Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to report no P45's were issued. 
 

7R, N and S students may be interested to know that Mr Polding's identical twin brother (Mr. D Herbert) 
was last seen leaving school premises, clutching a half eaten cheese sandwich and complaining of stomach 
ache ... we guess his work didn't meet the quality control standards or ours!  

Mrs Johnston 
 
What the students said: CED Day was fun because we visited all the areas of Tech. We made lots of 
things and it was fun.       Sahil 7R 
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YEAR 8 MEDIA DAY 
 

On Tuesday 10
th
 November Year 8 forms gathered together for the English Departmentôs annual Newspaper 

Challenge. The day is run on the basis of Year 8 pupils assigning themselves jobs and working in small 
teams to produce a four page newspaper by the end of the day. They have to work well together and share 
responsibility as well as working to strict deadlines. As can be expected, many pupils end up feeling the 
stress and pressure involved in working in a media environment. 
 

The main story released at the several press conferences throughout the day was based on a dramatic 
series of events delivered expertly by sixth formers Melissa Hazeldine, Blaise Lewis and Rebecca Kellner. 
All students seemed to enjoy the day, especially those who had taken on the position of editors, as they got 
to boss everyone else around! Many skills were learnt including time-keeping, good communication, 
accepting responsibility and working independently, as well as with a team. Aside from rushing around, the 
students seemed to be in high spirits and were having fun.  
 

They were particularly excited by the opportunity to win house points as well as English prizes this year. The 
winning groups received their awards this week in assembly ï see below for details! 
 

I was really pleased with the hard work and effort that all Year 8 pupils put into the day. The judging was 
really tough this year and many of the final papers were very impressive. Can I also extend my thanks to all 
staff involved for making the day such a success. An excellent day overall. Well Done Year 8! 

Miss Piercey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the students said: I enjoyed CED because there was lots to do and our group worked well as a team. 
It was a bit stressful but it would be if it was a real life job. I think our group produced a good newspaper and 
we met all of our deadlines. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day.                                           Sarah N 8E 

 
 

 

1st Prize ï 8A  
 
Sarah Bailey, Anna Tollit, Natalie 
Man, Abby Collins, Tanjima 
Sikandari: £10 HMV voucher each + 
10 House Points 

   

2nd Prize ï 8S  

 
Freya Gardener, Kirsty Hewitt,  
Michael  Burnell,  Harriet Finlay, 
Adam Jones: £5 HMV voucher 
each + 10 House Points  

 

3
rd

 Prize ï 8E 
 
Akeefah Lal Mohamed, Jack 
Kenward, Rizwan Kiani, Sarah 
Nicholson, Rosie Wood: £5 HMV 
voucher each + 10 House Points 

 

4
th

 Prize ï 8L  
 
Louis Tambala, Jamie Moroney, 
Sophie Bagge,  Millie West, Gabby 
Mauro:  Chocolate Orange each + 5 
House Points 

 

5
th

 Prize ï 8A  
 
Ben Hackwood, James Banathy,  
Laura Tendall,       Aisha Akbinu, 
Alasdair Walker: Chocolate Orange 
each + 5 House Points 

 

6
th

 Prize ï 8A  
 
Tom King,  Hemanth Bhagirathy, 
James Murray, Matt Davies: 
Chocolate Orange each + 5 House 
Points 
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YEAR 10 HISTORY 
 

Thanks to the expertise of the Guides of 
Discovery Tours, some Year 10 students were 
transported back to the fog and smog ridden 
streets of Whitechapel in 1888. The horrific tale 
of the Jack the Ripper murders was gradually 
revealed to an enthralled, and at times, horrified 
audience. 
 

All present agreed that it had been an extremely 
interesting, informative, if somewhat gory tour. 
 

Thanks to Year 10 for their impeccable 
behaviour. Thanks to all the staff who 
accompanied the trip, and to those who helped 
behind the scenes. 
 

 Ms Wensley  
 

What the students said: I was on the History 
Jack the Ripper tour. I think it was good and well 
organised, the tour guide was interesting and I 
learned a lot. The guide made it fun and 
enjoyable. 

YEAR 11 POST 16 OPTIONS 
 

The Year 11 students had a fantastic opportunity to explore some of the options 
they have at the end of their GCSE courses.  They all had three sessions 
throughout the day and experienced:- 

 time with our Connexions advisor to look at some of the computer 
programmes that exist to help them make decisions 

 time to question  6
th
 Form and College students about  what it is 

really like to study at a higher level and 

 time in the hall where Oaklands College, Hertfordshire 
University and a number of employers had stalls to explain what 
they had to offer, for example Modern Apprenticeships and 
voluntary work in addition to the more obvious academic  
studies. 
 

I think an informative day was had by one and all.         Mr B Carter 
 

What the students said: CED Day was useful, as it gave me a 
lot of information I didnôt know, and I now know of various other 
courses and options available to me and am 
 considering which option to take..  

Rikki Guy 11 

 

YEAR 10 DRAMA 
 

The Drama workshop on CED day went really 
well. Students had a late start to the day as we 
were going to the theatre in the evening. Miss 
Horn led the first part of the workshop which 
focused on physical theatre and representing key 
moments of the play in a non-naturalistic and 
exciting way, students created some fantastic 
work. The second part of the workshop was led 
by Miss Shepherd and focused on the design 
elements of the play. Students considered how 
the text could be interpreted through set, lighting, 
sound and costume. This helped to develop the 
GCSE studentsô ideas on the play. Following this 
some students went to Cucina for an early 
dinner. Then at 4.30 we got on the coach and 
made our way to Londonôs West End to see the 
play.  

Miss Horn 
 

What the students said: I did Drama and really 
enjoyed the morning workshop because I could 
be in groups with different people, some who 
didnôt do Drama. I learned how to work with a 
larger group of people and to adapt for different 
people. War Horse, the play, was fantastic. 

 

YEAR 10 PE 
 

Three teams of year 10 students battled over a 
number of mental and physical challenges to see 
who would become the ultimate champions!!  The 
activities included  creating  structures  from 
newspaper, straws and sticky tape such as bridges, 
towers and catapults used to propel raw eggs 
alongside a number of competitions in Dodgeball, 
basketball and king ball.The overall winnersô team 
included Hassan Khan, Becky Farmer, Carmalina 
Leto, Jamie McKernan and Aaron Leto. 
 

Mr Jump 

 

 

YEAR 10 FIRST AID 
 

On Tuesday 10
th
 November 16 Year 10 student 

completed a First Aid Course with First 
Responders Ltd. They completed a combination of 
theory and practical throughout the day learning 
how to identify and treat a range of injuries and 
illnesses such asthma, anaphylactic shock, 
drowning and types of wounds and bleeding.  
The pupils also learnt how to perform CPR and 
put people into the recovery position. All pupils 
have been rewarded with a First Aid Certificate 
and a range of skills that they can take into the 
real world.  
 

Mr. Willsher 

 



Beaumont Life November 2009 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Beaumont Community Noticeboard 

For part of this day, prison officers from Milton Keynes came to visit, 
and I had the dubious pleasure of being followed by two tall, 
somewhat intimidating, men in uniform! They spoke about the 
responsibilities and roles they have in taking new prisoners into their 
prison. Students were left a little bemused by their, at times, graphic 
portrayal of what their job entailed!  
 
I certainly found it interesting and informative - however, I do hope 
that our students donôt meet them in their professional role in the 
future! 
 

Miss E Cleverly Head of PSHCE 

 

Hillview Housing Project 
 
The Hillview Housing Project 
Fundraising Committee with whom 
Beaumont has a link has received 
this letter from politician Ben Turok, 
the Chairperson of the Hillview 
Housing Committee in Cape Town, 
South Africa. Beaumont has held 
various fundraising events in order 
to support the project to build  
10,000 houses, providing water and 
electricity for deprived families and 
rebuilding one of Cape Townôs 
largest shanty towns. The recent 
successful Talent Show, held by 
sixth form students on 21 October, 
raised nearly £900 for this cause. 
 

On behalf of our Committee we wish to express our appreciation for the funds raised for our 
community. 
 

You have sent us sterling 1,300 in 2008 and 859 in 2009.  This is a magnificent contribution in a world 
where North is so far from the South. This money not only helps the poorest of the poor in our country, 
but it also builds bonds of friendship between the UK and South Africa, in a period when there is 
increasing polarization in the world between the developed countries and those less fortunate. 
  
Our project is on the path to progress. We are recognized by the National Housing Department and 
now by the City Council in Cape Town. There are prospects of improvements. We have just been 
informed that one section of the project will receive overhead electricity. This is a huge advance for 
people who live by candlelight and primus stoves which cause fires and health hazards. 
  
No doubt progress will be slow, but we are winning. In the meantime we shall use your money to pay 
small stipends of sterling 40 a month to eight volunteers. It makes the difference to people living on the 
margins of hunger. 
  
We thank you. 
  
  
Prof Ben Turok MP   Chairperson, Hillview Housing Committee 

 

The next Curriculum Enrichment Day is Wednesday 20 
January 2010 
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Beaumont School Carol Service 
 

Monday 7
th
 December 2009 at 7pm in St Peterôs Church. 

 

Come and join the Choir and Vocal Ensemble for a lovely evening of readings, congregational carols and other 
beautifully performed music, including excerpts from Handelôs Messiah. 

 

Entry is free, a retiring collection will be made in aid of Grove House. 
 

Music News 
Lunchtime Concert at St Peters Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 21
st
 2009 was market day in St. Albans and a collection of shoppers, passers-by, 

friends and relatives gathered to hear the Autumn performance of the Beaumont School 
Vocal Ensemble at St. Peterôs Church in the centre of St. Albans. The programme  
kicked off with the sombre Le Baylère suiting the churchôs superb acoustics. It was followed by a number of 
impressive vocal and instrumental solo renditions, the Radio Verulam presenter sitting eagerly at the back with his 
micro-recording equipment. Tears in Heaven, the famous ballad written by Eric Clapton and Will Jennings was 
received with a standing ovation and rounded off an excellent concert and, for me, a great first experience singing 
with the Vocal Ensemble!                                                                                                      Ross Bogle, Year 12 

 

On Wednesday 21st October, the Vocal Ensemble had a very eventful 
day preparing for and performing in a lunchtime concert at St Peter's 
Church. We all sauntered off to spend a tuneful morning practising in 
the church, where we then proceded to wave our arms around wildly to 
warm up and then lie on the floor laughing, thanks to Wil Pateôs warm-
up regime.  Extraordinarily, we gained an enormous sense of focus 
from these exercises, which contributed to our fantastic performance at 
1pm.  
  
The concert itself consisted of an exciting selection of music, including 
some outstanding solo pieces on the saxophone, violin, voice and 
tenor horn, as well as a variety of works sung by the Vocal Ensemble. 
There was plenty of positive feedback from members of our audience; 
some even admitted to wiping away a tear as they listened, which was 
very touching to hear. 
  
The entire day was a fantastic experience - some have said the 
concert was our best yet - and it was so good to share in the enormous 
enjoyment everyone got from making some exceptional music 
together.   

Elisabeth Blassberg, Year 12 

 

Some quotes from audience 
members: 
 

The sustained applause at the end 
reflected the audience's appreciation 
of the high level of performance of a 
well balanced programme including 
very talented instrumentalists. There 
were times, when seeing young 
people perform at this high level, one 
had to hold back the tears. 
 

Congratulations to all the 
participants of the lunchtime concert 
today. I thoroughly enjoyed it and 
was so impressed and moved by the 
beautiful singing of the Vocal 
Ensemble; the harmony, and 
soloists, the professionalism of 
everyone was a real joy to listen to. 
 
 
 
 

 

I am writing to thank you for the simply wonderful concert given at St Peter's before half-term. Once again the 
Beaumont School Vocal Ensemble showed what a talented and hard-working group of musicians the school 
possesses. The opening arrangement was a triumph of unaccompanied close-harmony singing which, as one of 
the audience said later, was a very brave start to the concert. It was evident that somehow a new sound had 
emerged from the old, well-balanced and blended throughout. Emma Doherty, Ollie Witts and Emily Almond then 
performed some engaging solo items which kept us all entranced. There followed Stanford's Blue Bird, a classic 
number for vocal ensemble and soprano soloist. Many adult ensembles would struggle to reach the superb 
standard of pitch, blend and phrasing to which we were treated. Luke Bainbridge then played an arrangement for 
Saxophone of My Ship from the Broadway Musical, in which he showed off the incredible dexterity of the 
instrument to huge effect. 
 
William Pate and Emma Doherty then sang two duets from Mozart's Figaro to general acclaim, and Yannick 
Mayaud (violin) and Wil Pate (voice) followed with Elgar and Bach pieces respectively, both done with great  
poise and musicianship. 
 
There were lovely moments throughout, but finally, another beautiful close harmony arrangement Tears in 
Heaven by Eric Clapton, left us without a dry eye in the house! 
 
Congratulations to all who took part in the concert and to those who made it possible.  

 

Tony Edwards, St Peter's Church Lunchtime Concerts Organiser   
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Eco Day 23 October 
 
23 October 

 
2009 was the date of Beaumontôs first ever Eco Day! The 

student voice Eco Schools group organised the day which aimed to raise 
awareness of environmental issues and how individuals can help global 
problems like climate change.  
 

The whole school was encouraged to wear a green accessory for the day 
to show their support and these ranged from green hair to a fantastic array 
of leg warmers! Also, every student and every member of staff were asked 
to write a pledge about how they were going to reduce their environmental 
footprint and these have now been displayed around the school corridors 
to remind people of their promises.  
 

During the day Mr Lloyd and the Charities student voice group arranged a 
cake sale and all Year 7 students were asked to get sponsorship to carry 
out their environmental pledge for a whole day. For example, some 
students didnôt use their Xbox all day and some walked to school rather 
than getting a lift. The form which raised the most sponsorship money was 
7N and they have received house points in recognition of their efforts.  

 

Half of the money raised is being 
donated to Earthworks which is a 
local charity that offers trainees, 
often with learning difficulties, 
work experience and training in 
horticulture and land based skills. 
The other half of the money 
raised is being used in school to 
help pay for some of the Eco 
Schools projects.  
 

This term, for example, we want to improve and replace the school-based recycling facilities.  
 

Thank you to all the students and staff who supported the day and made it such a great success.  

Miss Hosegood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Book Week 19 October 
 
This yearôs Book Week was a great success with over 500 students visiting the 
library for special events. Authors Steve Feasey and Mark Robson spoke to 
groups from Year 7 and Year 8. Both speakers gave insights into the world of the 
writer and how they published their first book. 
 
For one day, the library turned into a bookshop, with a wide range for the latest 
titles provided by local bookseller Brenda Parkhouse. 
 
The week concluded with a series of talks by medieval expert Mark Vance. He spoke to sixth form history 
students about the Wars of the Roses, and to the lower school about changes in technology which affected the 
design of armour. There was a fantastic collection of armour to look at. Volunteers had a chance to try helmets 
and armour. Great fun was had by everyone involved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Dudgeon, Librarian 
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French Exchange 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Work Experience 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The French exchange was really good! 
Everyone was terrified of meeting their 
exchange partners but by the weekend 
we were all having great fun at our 
exchange houses. Most of us got to meet 
up with our friends and go on trips with 
our French families. The day trips we did 
with the teachers and all our friends were 
great. The best day was definitely when 
we went to Disneyland! It was funny to 
think that when we were on Space 
Mountain our friends were doing maths! 
Another great day was when we went up 
the Eiffel Tower; everyone managed to 
get to the top! On the same day we went 
on a boat trip and we passed loads of 
really interesting places. 
 

Imogen Chaillet and Alisa da Palma 
 

 

The French exchange was a wonderful chance to 
experience French culture and really mix in, while 
we also had the chance to visit the monuments of 
Paris and Disneyland. On the trip we got a chance 
to stay with a French family for a week, and do 
what they do during the evening and weekend, 
while doing organised trips during the week with 
school.  
 

We visited the Eiffel Tower, Palace of Versailles, 
and saw the Notre Dame. Also on the final day we 
ate at a creperie before travelling back on the 
Eurostar. I enjoyed the trip a lot and would 
definitely recommend it to anyone thinking of doing 
it. 
 

Matthew Knight 

 
 

 

All Year 10 parents and carers should have received a letter and Information pack about Year 10 studentsô 
Work Experience which will take place 14-18 June 2010. If you have not received your copy please ask your 
son/daughter for it. If you still have difficulty getting hold of it you can download a copy of the letter, Information 
booket, and application form for a private placement from the school website 
http://www.beaumontschool.com/curriculum/work_experience.php. If you have any queries please 
contact Mrs Darnell in the school office. 

http://www.beaumontschool.com/curriculum/work_experience.php
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Extended Schools  

 
Linking Schools and the Community  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                              01727 855134              01727 811541  
                                                                                                               c/o Fleetville Junior School, 228 Hatfield Road                         
.                                                                                                                                                       St Albans, AL1 4LW 

                                                                                               e-mail  jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk                                         
                                                                             www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans 
 
 

NEXUS NEWS 
PARENT SUPPORT 
For support and guidance donôt forget to book an appointment or call  
the HELPLINE on 07984 436939. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH BEREAVEMENT AND LOSS ï For parents 

St Albans Bereavement Network is offering a session for parents. This is open to anyone who has children and 
young people who may be affected by recent events and the loss of a friend. We can explore ways in which to help 
your child cope. Tuesday, 1

st
 December - 7.30-9.00pm at Beaumont. Call Jo Maher to reserve a place. 

EXTRAS YOUTH CLUB ï New Year 7s 

Extras is now running on a Wednesday from 6.15-7.45pm. Please encourage your child to 
come along with friends and to make new friends. We have sports activities, music, relaxation 
and tuck on offer ï come to chill and chat! Only £1.50 entrance. See you soon! 

FIRST AID COURSE FOR TEENAGERS AND ADULTS 
We are offering another four hour accredited course for young people who babysit or care for children. To be held 
on Saturday, 6

th
 February 2010 from 9.00am-1.00pm at Fleetville Junior School. Cost £15.00 - to reserve a place 

please contact Jo 
 

MEN BEHAVING DADLY! ï Saturday, 27 February 
FUN EVENT AT CHARTERS HEALTH CLUB - 11.00am-1.00pm. Come along and join in this active morning ï 
Dads with children aged between 9 and 14 years. Work together at circuit training and moreéé  Places need to be 
reserved as they are limited. To find out more call Jo ï Dads £5.00, children free. 
 

NEED HELP WITH APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY? 
A service offered by Herts University. They can link you up with a student who will act as a Mentor to help prepare 
you for student life and guide you through the UCAS application process. For more information contact Jo or look at 
Youth Services on the website. 
 

IS YOUR CHILD BEING AFFECTED BY BULLYING? 
If you want help in supporting your child and need someone to talk to in confidence we can help. Parentline Plus and 
Mediation Herts are supporting families in Herts affected by bullying. Call 01707 630101 if you have any concerns. 
 

CYBERBULLING 
If you need support with this issue CyberMentors is a Beatbullying project. The CyberMentors website uses social 
networking to allow young people at different levels to mentor each other. For more information visit 
www.cybermentors.org.uk  
 

For details of the above please contact NEXUS on 01727 855134  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy and Numeracy courses for adults, free of charge 
 

Keep up with the children and develop your own skills on these courses which are run in conjunction with Nexus 
and Hertfordshire Family Learning. 
 

 Numeracy 
Parents are invited to take the  National Open College Network Qualification in Maths at Verulam School 
(GCSE equivalent.)   15 week course on Thursday mornings  9.15 ï 11.30 am starting 3 December.  
 

 Literacy 
Enhance your literacy skills and take the National Literacy Test, recognised by employers, universities and 
colleges.  15 week course on Wednesday mornings 9.15 - 11.30 am starting 9 December at Verulam School  
 
To sign up or for more information call Carole Heselton on 01727 754113 or email 
carole.heselton@verulam.herts.sch.uk  

 

mailto:jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans
http://www.cybermentors.org.uk/
mailto:carole.heselton@verulam.herts.sch.uk



