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This half term has seen some outstanding sports success through district and county finals and 
tournaments.  I donôt usually single out one team but this time I will!  The Senior Boys Basketball team 
are County Champions following their historic win over St Colombaôs!  Many congratulations to them and 
to all our amazing sports teams and thanks to all staff who give so freely of their time to enable the 
training and events to go ahead. 
 
Our House competition is now well underway with Mr Whyman as Head of Houses.  As I write, Austin 
and Newton (A and N) are in the lead with many more points to play for.  This is our first year with House 
Heads selected from the staff and House Captains from the Sixth Form.  My thanks to all those staff and 
Sixth formers who are leading on this.  May the best House win!! 
 
At the end of this term we say farewell to three staff.  Ms Dundjerovic is taking time out of teaching to 
bring up her family; she has been associated with Beaumont for many years both as a student at the 
school and a teacher.  Ms Atherton who is in charge of student reports and staff cover across the school 
and Ms Tominey, Assistant Librarian, also leave us.  We have two weddings over Easter:  
congratulations to Miss Horn and Miss Smithson.  Our best wishes to you all. 
 
May I also take this opportunity to thank Mr E Jones for leading every school ski trip since 1986 as well 
as assisting on many before that; he has been simply amazing! 
 
Finally I am pleased to tell you that it looks as though the date for the Planning Committee to discuss our 
application for the New Access may be Wednesday 28th April, although at the time of writing this is still to 
be confirmed..  
 
Thank you as always for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Hitch 
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April Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thur 1 Year 11,12 & 13 reports issued 
Iceland trip departs (return 4 April) 
End of Term 

Fri  2 BREAK  
Sat 10 Hong Kong Exchange trip departs 
Tues 13 Music & Drama trip to Lake Garda ï return 17

th
 

Fri 16 BREAK 

Mon 19 INSET DAY for staff only 
German Exchange students arrive until Tuesday 27

th 

Tues 20 Students return to school ï normal time 
Thur 22 Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening 
Fri 23 Beaumont Life deadline 
Mon 26 Year 10 Exam Week  

Governor Curriculum Committee meeting ï 6.30pm 
Weds 28 GCSE Drama practical exam from 5.30pm room 60/61 (Hall holding area) 

BSA Committee meeting ï 7.30pm ï Library 
Thurs 29 GCSE Drama practical exam from 5.30pm room 60/61 (Hall holding area) 

Residents meeting ï Library - 6.00pm 
Junior Maths Challenge 

li
fe

 

Beaumont 
major 
event 
ofBeaumo
nt  

Years 11, 12 and 13 Study Leave dates 
 

Year 11 Students: first day of home study is Monday 17th May 
Year 12 AS Students: first day of home study is Monday 10th May 

Year 13 students: first day of home study is Friday 14th May  
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I am a student in my first year of sixth form studying art and design.  
 

Our first topic of the year was on environments. We had to do a variety of observational drawings using shading 
pencils and mixed media such as ink, pastels and charcoal. After this section we needed to research artists that 
link in with drawing. We then moved on to printmaking, allowing me to develop my skills that I already have with 
printmaking and enabling me to try new techniques within printmaking such as collographs. I then looked at colour 
theory and painting, experimenting with different paint, allowing me to see and document the variety of painting 
techniques you could use with gouache, watercolour, acrylic and oil paints. We also explored the work of 
Giacometti and looked at paper manipulation.  
 

All the work we do in art is documented in our portfolio sketchbooks that have to be annotated, along with research 
on artists linking in with different areas we are exploring. During the time I have been on the course we have done 
a lot of large scale A1 drawing of still life and canvas paintings with oil and acrylic which has allowed me to 
experiment with different scales. At the end of the topic of the environment we had to do a final piece giving us an 
opportunity to explore and develop different ideas and interpretations on the topic. The great thing about the course 
is you are free to do what you want artistically, whether youôre interested in painting, drawing, textiles, sculpture, 
graphics, installations, 3D, 2D or anything that expresses your artistic flair within art and design and gives enough 
depth to your pieces. This means that it is a wide ranging art and design subject and should appeal to anyone who 
is creative, motivated and enjoys developing artistic and analytical skills.   
 

The art department and teachers are there to help you develop your skills and ideas; they are easy to talk to and 
want you to do well and progress as an individual in art. The department and art and design course have a 
practical and friendly environment to them; the course does however require a lot of work so determination and self 
motivation are also crucial for the course. 

Oliver Garner 
 

 

Focus onééé..  

The Art Department  
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Art Captains      Oliver Garner 
                              .                                Lekha 
Nanavati 

                          .                                Becca Heselton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Sports News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       ART CLUB 
Year 7, 8 & 9 Tuesday lunchtime - room 57 

 

Year 10 & 11 GCSE & BTEC Thursday lunchtime - room 55 
 

We offer an Art Club on Tuesday lunch times for Years 7 to 9 in room 57. Everyone is welcome; it is a friendly 
and creative environment which allows you to come, have fun, and expand your artistic talents. This year we 
have worked with clay to create tea lights, plasticine to create animations, origami, painting and much more. We 
have lots of exciting things coming up in Art Club, so come along and join us.  
 

We also offer a lunch time class for Years 10 and 11 GCSE and BTEC students to come and work on their art 
course work in room 55. It allows you to catch up and complete your course work and there are also normally at 
least three A-level art students in there that you are free to talk to about course work, ideas, experimenting with 
media, further education in art and photography etc. 

 

Cheerleading  
 

Over the Spring Term we secured funding to set up a Cheerleading Club; the sessions ran as part of our 
Alternative Sports Club. The Saracens have been delivering the cheerleading course which was aimed at our Key 
Stage 3 students. The girls that have attended regularly were from Years 7 and 8 and they have had a wonderful 
experience. The sessions finished with the girls having the opportunity to enter a Cheerleading Competition 
 

Playground to Podium 
On Friday 5 February, five students - Lucy Hoare, Liam Baskett, Naim 
Welsh, Connor Waters and Stephen Crenstil - went to Hertfordshire 
University for an action-packed day which was fun and offered the 
opportunity to learn many new skills. 
 

The students took part in many activities including table tennis, football, 
cricket and indoor athletics. There was a scout there from the 
Hertfordshire Development Squad selecting students for further training. 
All our students had a wonderful day and gained new skills as well as 
making new friends.  
 
Two of the students Naim Welsh and Stephen Crenstil were selected 
for further development. Well Done to all the students, and thank you to 
the teaching assistants who accompanied the students to support their 
individual needs throughout the day.   

 

Speed Stacking Club 
 

The re-launch of the Big Lottery óSpeed Stacking Clubô was a great 
success, with new and old members benefiting from the opportunity to 
improve their dexterity and hand-eye coordination through the use of 
the speed stacks.  We have recruited new leaders to the project this 
year (including Year 11 & 12 students), as our óexpert leaderô has 
moved onto university to train as a PE teacher. The photographs show 
the students practising their skills.                     
 

 Mrs Fox, SSCO 

 

Could you be a School Governor? 
 

Wheatfields Junior School, Downes Road, is seeking to recruit a community governor to join their governing 
body. The position is currently vacant and the school wishes to fill it as soon as possible. The Headteacher and 
Chair of Governors would be very interested to hear from anyone who is interested and would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss the role with you in greater depth. Please contact Lyndon Evans, Headteacher on 
01727 757443 or email admin@wheatfieldsjm.herts.sch.uk for further information. 

 

mailto:admin@wheatfieldsjm.herts.sch.uk'
mailto:admin@wheatfieldsjm.herts.sch.uk'
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Focus onééé..  

The English Department 

Public Speaking 2010 ï Round One  
 
The first round of Public Speaking took place on Friday 19 March for Years 7, 8 and 10, and on CED day Wednesday 
24 March for Year 9. All students nominated for the first round received two house points each. Two students from 
each year group have been selected to take part in the final on 7 May where they will compete against each other. 

  

They have been awarded 10 House points each for 1st place, 5 points for 2
nd

 place and 3 points each for 3
rd

 place. 
The day was a huge success. Well done to all who took part!           Miss Piercey J 
 

First Round Participants 
 

Year 7        Year 8 
 
Tom Pate   7L Pandas   Amy Knafler  8L Ban the BNP 
Jess Ackers  7L Cats vs. Dogs  Jamie Moroney  8L Nuclear Weapons 
Joseph Ferguson 7E Animals in Captivity Alex Stirling  8E What is Art? 
Tammy Sapir  7E Shortened School Day Beth Wilson  8E Education/School 
Theo Mayer  7A Footballersô Pay  Alisdair Walker  8A Animal Cruelty 
Naomi Baker  7A Death Penalty  Joe Charlsley-Smith 8A Fast Food 
Jodie Wiltshire  7R Homelessness  Holly Seglah  8R The Great Barrier Reef 
Lydia Hamilton  7R Plastic Surgery  Sean Boyle  8R The Death Penalty 
Dylan Brohm  7N The Death Penalty Lucien Knafler  8N Afghanistan 
Rosie King  7N Cosmetic Surgery Sylvia Connors  8N Marmite 
Annabel Lumley  7S Transvestism  Beth Roberts  8S Premature Babies 
Hannah Collier  7S Food/Eating Disorders  Bethany Wiltshire 8S Abortion 
 
Year 9        Year 10 
 
Terri Brooks  9L The Internet    Kieran Tidball  10L Portrayal of Teenagers 
Osama Qayyam 9E Terrorism    Louise Fogarty  10L Child Labour 
Josh Smithers  9E Euthanasia     Becky Farmer  10E Capital Punishment 
Gus Mallet  9E Sweatshops    Ross MacNiven 10E Personal Privacy  
Sophia Tarsounas 9E Marriage    Steph Wallis  10A Britain and Snow 
Ali Pugh  9A The Voting Age    Yannick  Mayaud 10A Natural Selection 
James Blake  9A Career Choices    Emily Almond  10R Is Britain Broken? 
Louisa Briguglio  9A Abortion is Wrong   Callum Murfet  10R Santa Claus 
Josh Vine-Lott  9R Teenagers/Stereotypes   Claire Nicholson 10N Peer Pressure 
Jamie Renfrew  9R Afghanistan    Rahat Choudhury 10N Terrorism 
Kishan Das  9N Obesity     Faith Trounce  10N Prejudice 
Florence Almond 9N Anorexia     Isabel Devereux 10S Road Deaths  
Liam Worswick  9S Terrorism    Katy Foster  10S Ban the Burka  
Katie Elbourne  9S Climate Change   
Charlotte Thorpe 9S Space Research   
Katie Tobin  9S Abortion 
   
The Winners from Round One of the Competition 
   
Year 7 
Joint 1

st  
- Jodie Wiltshire 7R Joint 2

nd
  - Hannah Collier 7S Joint 3

rd
 ï Rosie King          7N 

      Theo Mayer  7A       Naomi Baker  7S     Jess Ackers          7L 
 
Year 8 
Joint 1

st
 ï Sean Boyle  8R Joint 2

nd
 ï Alex Stirling  8E Joint 3

rd
 ï Lucien Kaufler         8N 

      Sylvie Connors 8N                  Joe Charlsley ïSmith 8A                Bethanie Roberts    8S 
 
Year 9 
Joint 1

st
 ï Josh Smithers 9E Joint 2

nd
 -  Osama Qayyam 9E Joint 3

rd
 ï Jamie Renfrew        9R 

      Florence Almond 9N       Ali Pugh  9A      Kishan Das           9N 
 
Year 10 
Joint 1

st
 ï Louise Fogarty 10L Joint 2

nd
 ï Rahat Choudhury 10N Joint 3

rd
 ï Yannick Mayaud    10A 

      Isabella Devereux 10S       Katy Foster  10S      Kieran Tidball         10L 



Beaumont Life March 2010 

 

KEY STAGE THREE 
 

 
Year 7 Readathon 2010 

Readathon is a charity that runs the UK's biggest 
sponsored reading campaign. It provides a 
stimulating focus for recreational reading and raises 
money for seriously ill children. It gives a massive 
boost to pupils' reading skills AND supports the life-
changing work of two fantastic children's charities. 

Every year thousands of schools across the UK take 
part. The money raised through Readathon by 
children and young people is incredibly important to 
the Organisation and to the charities they work 
with.   

Thanks to the amazing time and effort put in by all 
students who take part in Readathon and all the 
teachers and librarians who run the event, 
Readathon  is able to make a real difference to the 
lives of children and young people with cancer and 
other serious illnesses. 

Readathon works with two wonderful 
organisations, the Roald Dahl Foundation and 
CLIC Sargent. And every penny you raise is vital! 
CLIC Sargent supports children and young people 
with cancer. The Roald Dahl Foundation spends 
its money on offering practical assistance to 
children and young people in the areas of 
neurology and haematology.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaumont will be running their Readathon 
challenge during the week of Monday 26 ï Friday 
30 April. It will take place during English lessons 
and your teachers will provide you with the 
information that you need as soon as you get back 
after the Easter holidays! Itôs simple really. The aim 
is to read as many books as you canéin a week! 
You will be given a sponsorship form to fill in and 
then when you wake up on the morning of Monday 
26 April, you can begin! The challenge will run for a 
whole week and finish when you go to sleep on the 
following Sunday night (2 May). Then you just need 
to collect your sponsorship money and give it in to 
your English teacher, who will send it straight to the 
charities.  

This year it is not just a challenge to raise money 
for charity, but a great opportunity to achieve more 
House points! Last year 7L (now 8L) raised the 
most money out of all the Year 7 form groups. As a 
whole year group they managed to raise nearly 
£900 for sick children and their families! The House 
that raises the most money will receive 10 House 
points. There will also be House points awarded for 
the students who read the most books and the 
students who individually raise the most 
money. Soéget involved! 

Good Luck!                 Miss Piercey J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      

         Readathon is not just about what you read. Itôs about how you read... 

 

         ..           ......itôs about reading with passion, commitment, purpose and pleasure. 

 

Year 7, 8 and 9 Reading Clubs ï Ann Cassidy Visit. 
 

 
At the time of writing, the members of Year 7, 8 and 9 Reading 
Clubs were excitedly anticipating the arrival of Ann Cassidy on 
Friday 26 March. The Library has hosted a few famous 
childrenôs authors, poets and cartoonists over the past couple of 
years including Justin Somper, Mark Robson, Sophie 
McKenzie, Paul Geraghty and others. 
 

Ann Cassidy has written many books and is best known for her award winning Looking 
for JJ. Her latest release The Dead House has been long listed for the Carnegie Medal 
2010. She has agreed to spend the lunch hour with Reading Club members as well as 
the time she will be spending during lessons with a few lucky classes!  
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KEY STAGE FOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poetry Live 
 

Poetry Live was a valuable experience that will stay with me for the rest of my life. We saw poets like Carol 
Ann Duffy, Simon Armitage and John Agard. This was extremely helpful as we could see the poems from the 
point of view of the poets themselves. My favourite poet was John Agard as he was very enthusiastic and 
made his poems exciting. Poetry Live was brilliant and I would like to thank the teachers for taking us. 
 

Olly Grisenthwaite 11A 
 

 
Year 11 went on a trip to the Cambridge Corn Exchange to watch several poets 
perform and talk about their poems in Poetry Live. Each poet was valuable to us 
as GCSE students, as they shared their thought process behind their poems, 
along with reading us some of their latest work. Simon Armitage and John Agard 
seemed to be the favourites of the day because they brought a whole new level to 
poetry by including comedy. All in all, Poetry Live was an event that not only was 
enjoyable but helpful in attaining better grades in our GCSE English.  

Zoe Leigh 11N 
 

                                              John Agard 

 

Year 9 ï Shakespeare Globe Theatre Challenge 
 
Year 9 students have been studying The Tempest in lessons for the past few months in preparation for their 
exams in April/May. Just before Christmas they were set a challenge to design and make a model 
Shakespearean Theatre. All students who took part worked really hard and produced some fantastic, detailed 
and creative models. Judging was tricky but there was a winner nominated from each group.  
 
Antonia McDonnell 9L 
Ben Winter  9L   All winners received 5 House points 
Coral Moran  9E                     towards their current scores. 
Noah Grisenthwaite 9A        Well done Year 9! 
Ben Hughes  9R 
Liam Worswick  9S 
Ed Gooden  9S 
Ben Collier  9S 
 

An Inspector Calls Trip on Friday 12 March 2010 
 
Accompanied by their teachers, a group of fifty Year 10 pupils were lucky 
enough to catch the infamous theatrical production of J.B. Priestleyôs An 
Inspector Calls at Londonôs Wyndhamôs Theatre.   
 

The play was truly spectacular and utilised a range of visually stimulating stagecraft, such as artificial rain, 
which astounded and gripped the audience. The plot, revolving around a family which confronts its complicity 
in the suicide of a destitute local woman, is mainly staged within an elevated doll's house, perched above a 
blackened, Blitz-blasted street.  
 

Pupils benefited hugely from this experience as they are studying the play as 
part of their English Literature GCSE coursework, for which they are required 
to consider dramatic technique and effect. Watching the play was also helpful 
in establishing the contextual backdrop, with the action taking place in 1912. 
Implicit political statements voiced by Inspector Goole include: "The time will 
come, when they will be taught [their lesson] in fire and blood and anguish." 
 
 

Miss Smithson - Trip Organiser 
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KEY STAGE FIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examinations Information 
 
 
 
 

Debating Society 
 

On February 24
th
 2010, Hugh (chair), Sam (speaker) and Alex (vote of thanks) competed in the district 

final of the Rotary Club Youth Speaks Competition, after having stormed to victory in the earlier rounds. 
Their achievement was proof of the fact that they were one of the six best teams in the Hertfordshire, 
Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire areas, which is an outstanding achievement as it was the clubôs first 
year in the competition.  
 

Their speech exposed the ultra-Right philosophy behind the creation of the social networking site of 
Facebook and its creator, Peter Thiel.  
 

Debating Society meets every Friday lunchtime, in Room 25. Anyone interested in arguing and making 
their voice heard should join. Itôs great to debate! 

Hugh Ingamells and Sam Went , Year 12 

 

A level English 
A2 English focuses on the study of Gothic texts. 

We asked students what they enjoy about English in the sixth form 

I have enjoyed A2 English lessons because of 
the wide variety of texts we have been able to 
study. Highlights have included Gothic texts 
such as óDraculaô and óFrankensteinô, as well 
as interesting visions of the future in George 
Orwellôs ó1984ô and Margaret Atwoodôs óThe 
Handmaidôs Tale.ô                   Joe Medforth 

English students get the great opportunity to work 
together and share their ideas, more so than in 
any of my other subjects, through debate and 
various presentation techniques. I have also 
enjoyed the freedom to follow my own line of 
investigation this year with the support of my 
brilliant teachers. The diversity of the subject and 
of the lessons means the entire class learns and 
improves whilst having a great time.  

                                    Harry Graham 

We have lively and lengthy 
discussions in the lesson which beats 
copying down notes or reading from a 
text book. Often we teach each other 
about different sections of texts and 
learn from each othersô perspectives.   

                                           Robyn 

In A level English we study a wide 
variety of different texts, so there is 
always something to appeal to 
everyone. Possibly my favourite parts of 
the class are our enthusiastic 
discussions of texts and being able to 
approach them from alternative 
viewpoints. 

Anne Suslak 

A level English Literature is such a diverse 
subject ï you study such a wide range from 
the aristocracy of Jane Austen to the 
deliciously Gothic óDraculaô. With 
presentations, debates and group work, 
English is a lively enthusiastic subject that the 

whole class enjoys.                Maddy Gibney 

In A level, English Literature can be 
applied to other subjects, such as History, 
Politics and Psychology. It is fascinating 
to learn across the boundaries of these 
other subjects, but literature itself also 
provides a lot of material for discussions 
and debate (it is hard though!).  

Lowri Evans 

ógreat 
teachersô 

Please note start times for this Summerôs public examinations are as follows: 

 all morning examinations will start at 9am 

 all afternoon exams will start at 1.50pm 
Mrs Colls, Examinations Manager 
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Beyond Beaumont 
 
Mary Perrott 
 

Following her selection for the 2010 GB junior archery squad, Mary Perrott has been awarded a scholarship by the 
Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme. Mary retained her title of Senior Lady Champion Compound Archer for 
Hertfordshire, by winning the Herts Indoor Archery competition in February, and then went on to finish sixth in the 
Senior National Indoor Championships the following weekend. She has also been selected to represent Great 
Britain at the Junior European Cup held in Italy in May, where she will be team captain. 
 

Daniel Meyers 

 

Daniel left Beaumont in July 2007 after taking his GCSEs. He knew what he 
wanted to do which was to become a soldier. He spent a year at the Army 
Foundation College in Harrogate on a course for 16 and 17 year olds which 
was both physically and academically challenging. He then moved on to 
Catterick Garrison for six months. In April  2008 he joined the Grenadier 
Guards in London, first based at Woolwich Barracks, and latterly the 
Wellington Barracks. In 2008 he took part in the Trooping of the Colour on 
Horse Guards Parade, and in 2009 he formed part of the Guard of Honour 
under the Queenôs balcony.  
 

The picture shows Daniel on his first day guarding Windsor Castle in April 
2008. As a Queenôs Guard he also has to do guard duty at Buckingham 
Palace and St Jamesô Palace. Guarding and ceremonial duties are only a 
small part of his job ï there is always on-going combat training and a full 
physical fitness regime. 
 

Last year Daniel went to Kenya for six weeks for training in advance of 
deployment to Afghanistan. He left for Helmand Province in Afghanistan for 
his first six monthôs tour of duty in September 2009. 
 

 
Premises News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laboratory refurbishment 
 

Work has just started on re-fitting Room 43 (Science Lab). The lab is being completely re-fitted and re-
decorated, and new work-benches and a new floor installed. Many thanks to the BSA who have made a 
£10 000 contribution to the cost of this work, largely raised at the 70

th
 Anniversary Ball. Completion is due in 

early May 2010. 

Additional classrooms 
 

The new mobile classrooms are now in place and the Economics and Business department will be 
moving into them over Easter. Students will start to have lessons in them after the Easter holidays. This 
will free up rooms 62 and 63 as much needed óoverflowô teaching and examinations space. 
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German Exchange 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
The German Exchange really was an outstanding trip; definitely among the best that 
Beaumont has sent my way. I was perhaps slightly apprehensive at first as I did not 
know the other people on the visit very well, but soon I was enjoying every minute!  

 

My German greatly improved over the course of the week, as well as my general appreciation of German 
culture. With day trips to such beautiful cities as Heidelberg, as historically significant as Mainz and as 
modern as Frankfurt, there truly was no better way to experience Germany. I enjoyed the whole thing, but 
found the excursion to Heidelberg particularly interesting and enjoyable. The best way to learn a language 
is to immerse yourself in its societyéé the first step is this Exchange! 

Yannick Mayaud 10A 

 

 
Having never been on an Exchange trip before, I was 
pretty nervous of how it was things would work out, in 
terms of staying with a completely new family in a foreign 
country. However, it was one of the best school trip 
experiences Iôve ever had. Upon arrival, I immediately got 
on really well with my Exchange partner and her family, 
including all of her pets, which comprised a dog, two cats, 
four rats, and several horsesé so I did spend a 
reasonable amount of time down at the stables which was 
awesome.  
 
 
 

It was amazing being able to live the life of a German teenager for a week; every morning I went to 
school on the bus, surrounded by students chattering away, which worked wonders for my casual 
conversation skills. At the weekend, I went into Mannheim, a neighbouring city to Speyer, with my partner 
to go ice-skating, which is something with which every German teenager seems to be obsessed, but it 
was really good.  
 

I also loved just spending every evening lounging 
around with my Exchange familyé chatting, listening to 
music, watching German TVéwhilst also embarrassing 
myself with my obvious lack of skill on Wii.  
 
In terms of places we visited, Heidelberg was by far my 
favourite city. Itôs like a setting lifted straight out of 
Grimmôs Fairytales; itôs a quaint little 17

th
 century 

university city enveloped by miles of hilly forests. It 
painted a very direct contrast to Frankfurt, where we 
found the skyline filled with glassy skyscrapers.  

 
 
 
 
 
Overall it was a really good trip; I feel Iôve done 
so many weird and wonderful things, which 
included the somewhat surreal experience of 
learning how to dance in the grand ballroom of 
a German palace, whilst trussed up in full 18

th
 

century court dress. 
 
Now I canôt wait for my Exchange partner to get 
here, so that in turn I can show her all the sights 
around hereé Iôm sure sheôll love it as much as 
I did!  
 

Elisabeth Rider ï Year 12 Sandringham 
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The German Exchange 2010 was amazing! I had such a good time with all the people who came with 
us and met some wonderful people in Germany too! Staying with my Exchange partner was really fun, 
although I thought it would have been really awkward. My favourite day was probably Saturday or my 
birthday!  
 

On Saturday I went to Strasbourg in France with Sakina, my Exchange partner, Charlotte and her 
Exchange partner. It was great fun spending time with them all.  After we crossed the border back into 
Germany, we changed our clothes and went out to a rock concert!  
 

On the last day it was very sad as I had had such a great time, but I have been invited back in the summer 
and I really want to go! All the days out, the different activities, the German culture and the people I got to 
know have persuaded me and I canôt wait to see everybody again! It was a fantastic experience and I really 
hope that when the partners come to England, they have as good a time as I did!  

Florence Almond 9N 

 

This trip was my first visit to Germany and I can say without a doubt that I would love to return there soon. 
The main purpose of the trip was clearly to improve my spoken German and whilst I have certainly done that I 
have also formed a really strong friendship with my Exchange partner. Getting to know my ñfriendship 
Austauschpartnerò and his family was at first a bit nerve-wracking but I soon felt like I was really made to feel 
at home by them.  
 

We discovered a lot about the history of this part of Germany, the Rhineland- 
Palatinate. First we were given a tour of Speyer itself, the city in which our 
exchange partners go to school. The Romanesque cathedral there is enormous 
and reminded me of our own cathedral in St Albans.  
 
We then visited Heidelberg, a beautiful 
university town with the rather quaint 
ñstudentôs prisonò, a place which was 
supposed to act as a deterrent to bad 
behaviour by the students but was 
rather seen as a place that every 
student had to be in at least once.  
 

We also visited Mainz, Frankfurt and Mannheim on the subsequent 
days, the trip to Mannheim being very memorable for us having to 
dress up in eighteenth century costume.  
 

One slightly embarrassing moment for me was going to a dance party that many German young people go to 
and being unable to find my secret passion for dancing, which I so wish I had. Apart from that, I found I really 
enjoyed the Exchange - both the visiting of places and simply being with my Exchange partner. I am looking 
forward to having our partners in England and I hope they enjoy our country as much as I have theirs.    
 

 Peter Redmayne ï Year 12 Verulam 
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10L - Belle H, Matt Y, Abbie S, Robyn M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
The German Exchange was an amazing experience and one Iôll certainly never forget! 
 

One thing to note was how friendly the Germans were and it was very easy to fit in. They accepted me 
straight away into their home and treated me as part of the family. They were very easy to get on with 
and we all had a great time together. 
 

The towns and cities all had so much character and we had plenty of time to go shopping and eat out for 
lunch. My favourite place was Heidelberg, which is a beautiful town placed in the mountains with lots of 
history, famous for its castle and its student prison. We visited lots of castles, cathedrals and museums 
which were all extremely interesting and the guides were great. One of the attractions was the worldôs 
biggest wine barrel, so huge that we could all climb on top of it, and another the worldôs smallest book. At 
Karl Theodorôs palace in Mannheim we had a tour with a difference, as we dressed up in 18

th
 century 

costumes and danced a minuet in the ballroom. 
 

We didnôt just have guided tours around cities, however; we did a variety of different activities, one of 
which took us to the IMAX cinema, which is no ordinary cinema ï the screen is a huge dome covering all 
angles of vision and it was so fantastic it felt as if I was really on the River Nile which was in the film we 
watched. 
 

Spending time in another country is the only way you can get an insight into the culture and language and 
I picked up so many things that the text books do not tell you. Twenty one people participated in the 
Exchange. It was a brilliant experience and I learnt so much. I canôt wait for the Germans to come and stay 
with us in England! If I get the chance, I will certainly go again and I would recommend it to every student 
of German. We all completely fell in love with Germany and were sad to leave the country to return to 
England.  

Louise Fogerty 10L 

 

On Thursday 25 February a group of Year 10 students talked to Year 9 in their form 
groups. 
 

This arose from an idea from Bethan de Havilland-Llewellyn (9E), who is part of the 
Student Voice Community Group, in the context that it would be very helpful to get 
some current GCSE studentsô perspective/advice in the final run-up to Year 9 
students choosing their GCSE Options. 
 

The feedback that I received was very positive; Year 9s said that they had found the sessions very useful. Tutors 
reported that  they listened well and asked some pertinent questions. 
 

Thanks  to Ms Cleverly, Mr Carter, Mr Lavin, Miss 
Doan, Miss Pearson, Miss Garcia and Ms Benn who 
helped  to oversee the sessions, and thanks to Beth for 
coming up with the idea.  
 

Special thanks, of course, to the following the Year 10s  
who spoke in an enthusiastic and articulate way:  
 

10E - Tom W-L, Aaron L, Jenine T 
10A - Hassan K, Harrison D, Robbie G 
10R - Sarah G, Ellie H, Sam H 
10N - Cynthia U, Cleme L, Claire N 
10S - Hannah F, Tulsi K, Izzy D 
 

I hope that this will now become an annual  
Student Voice event. 
 
 

Ms Wensley, Student Voice Community Group 
 

Student 

Community 

Wanted!! 
  

  

Would you like to help design the 

Student Voice  

Community Website,  
or get involved in writing for the first 

edition of the  

Student Voice  

School Newspaper? 
  

  

If you fancy having a go 

at web-design, contact: 

Hannah Fryer in 10S, or 

Mr Taylor.  

 

If you are a 

budding journalist 

contact:   

Fiona Wells  in 

Year 12, or  

Ms Wensley.  
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Year 10 students have been working with nine local employers since January. Each 
company has provided four small groups of students with a brief describing a business 
óproblemô which the groups have had to investigate and report back on a suggested way 
forward. The groups presented their findings to their companies during the morning of CED 
day. These were the winning teams working with each employer. 
 
Environmental Health Group 
                                                                  
                                                             Lambert Smith Hampton Group 
 
                                                                                                                        AECOM Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BAM Construct UK Ltd Group 
 
 
                                                              Waitrose Group 
                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Local Authority Group 
                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Museum Group 
 
 
                                                              Police Group 
 
                                                                                                                        Willows Farm Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to the 
companies who worked 
with Year 10 on the mini-
consultancies project: 
 
Carlton Lomax at St Albans District Council Environmental Health Department, Nigel Palmer at Lambert 
Smith Hampton, Michael Enstone at AECOM, Andrew Neill and Eleanor Radville at BAM Construct UK 
Ltd., Jane Winters and Gemma West at Waitrose, Cllr Melvyn Teare at St Albans District Council, Fiona 

Charlesworth at St Albans Museum, PCSO Helen Upton at the Police, and Kevin Stanley at Willows Farm. 

 

Year 10 : Mini-consultancy Finals Wednesday 24 March 

 
The Mini-consultancies finals took place on CED Day. Reports from the other activities that took place on 24 
March will be included in the April edition of Beaumont Life. 
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Extended Schools  

 
Linking Schools and the Community  

 

 

 

 

 

NEXUS hosted a relaxation event at Beaumont in February run by 
ANAHATA.  
 

The event was attended by 18 students who enjoyed 45 minutes of Yoga 
instruction including stress busting and relaxation techniques. Ana is 
creative and combines her knowledge of Pilates with Ashtanga, Integral and 
Therapy Yoga. The students followed exercises together, coming out 
ñRelaxed and calméò  

 

                                                                                                 01727 855134              01727 811541  
                                                                                                       c/o Fleetville Junior School, 228 Hatfield Road                         
.                                                                                                                                                St Albans, AL1 4LW 
                                                                                                e-mail  jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk                                     

                                                                        www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans 
  

NEXUS NEWS 
   
PARENT SUPPORT 
For support and guidance donôt forget to book an appointment or call the HELPLINE on 07984 436939. 
 

COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR TEENAGER 
FREE 5 week course for parents of children in Years 8, 9 and 10.  To be held Tuesday evenings 7.30-9.30pm 
from 4

th
 May - 8 June at Fleetville Junior School.  Managing conflict/setting boundaries, positive parenting, 

sharing experiences with other parents.  To book a free place please call our office on 01727 855134 or Justine 
Burnett, Parent Support Worker on 07984 436939. 
 

SUPPORTING PARENTS/CARERS OF CHILDREN WITH AN ADDITIONAL NEED 
You are invited to an informal drop-in session at Fleetville Junior School (228 Hatfield Road) on Friday 7 May to 
meet other parents and discuss any concerns or specific needs with Sally Glossop, 
Specialist Teacher. We are meeting from 10am ï 12pm. Coffee will be provided! 
 

EXTRAS YOUTH CLUB �± New Year 7s 
Following our previous newsletter please note that Extras is now running on a Wednesday 
from 6.15-7.45pm. Please encourage your child to come along with friends and to make 
new friends. We have sports activities, music, relaxation and tuck on offer ï come to chill and chat! Only £1.50  
 

FREE COMPUTERS �± Pupils in Years 7 �± 9 
Have you heard about the Home Access Grant? If you are claiming Free School Meals you are entitled to a free 
�F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���S�O�X�V���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V�����$�V�N���W�K�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���2�I�I�L�F�H���V�W�D�I�I���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���Rr call Nexus. 
 

DROP óN DODGE ï For Young People aged 10-15 years 
Call in at Charters Health Club and enjoy two hours of activities of your choice. Every holiday on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays between 2.00pm and 4.00pm with a Dodgeball game running at 3.00pm. All this for an 
unbelievable cost of £1.00 per person! Call Charters for more information on 01727 731540. 
 

COME DINE WITH ME (Not Pot Noodle!) ï For Teenagers in Years 11, 12 and 13 
A new exciting project from Nexus for young people planning to live away from home: cooking skills, shopping 
on a budget, and looking after your health and body.  First course will be hosted by Beaumont on Tuesdays, 
6.45pm-8.15pm starting 11 May and running for six weeks. If you would like to persuade your teenager to sign 
up then contact Jo to reserve a place. 
 

FIRST AID COURSE FOR TEENAGERS AND ADULTS 
We are offering another four hour accredited course for young people who babysit or care for children. To be 
held on Saturday, 12

th 
June 2010 from 9.00am-1.00pm at Francis Bacon School. Cost £15.00 - to reserve a 

place please contact Jo 
 

BE STREETSMART ï 12
TH

 APRIL ï For Young People in Years 7 and 8 
A new venture for young people. We are trialling a project with Y Futures. A great day out in the Easter break ï 
travel in a minibus, self defence, assertiveness, lunch, boxercise and moreé  All this for an unbelievable cost 
of £15.00 per person! Call Jo to book a place. 
 

IS YOUR CHILD BEING AFFECTED BY BULLYING? 
If you want help in supporting your child and need someone to talk to in confidence we can help. Parentline Plus 
and Mediation Herts are supporting families in Herts affected by bullying. Call 01707 630101 for help. 
 

For details of the above please contact Jo Maher on 01727 855134 or 07939 111152. 

 


