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It’s been another very busy term so far as you can see from this issue of Beaumont Life.  The external 
examinations are now just about finished and we have said farewell to our Year 13 and some of our 
Year 11.  We await our second cohort of IB results which will be available on Tuesday 6th July, plus AL / 
AS and GCSE results on Thursday 19th and Tuesday 24th August respectively.  
 
We had an excellent Curriculum Enrichment Week (CEW) as can be seen from the inside pages with 
most of Year 7 overseas in France and Germany plus many day trips as well as a residential in Spain 
and a PGL Trip in Shropshire.  As usual this was timed to coincide with Year 10 Work Experience.  We 
have had lots of positive feedback from members of the public regarding the behaviour and attitude of 
the students so well done to all concerned and a huge thank you to staff for organising everything.  
CEW is moving next year to the week commencing 4th July 2011 so that we can delay Year 10 Work 
Experience to after GCSE modular exams. 
 
We held the inaugural „Rob‟s Festival‟ on 19th June which was a tremendous tribute to Rob Williams 
(past student) and his peers.  Apart from the rather cold day everything went superbly and I was so 
impressed with the organisation and success of the whole event.  Thanks to the BSA for their support 
we raised £2500 for school funds as well as a much larger sum (tbc) for Prince‟s Trust. 
 
We welcome a number of new Essential Services Staff this term, Alison Lodge, Ingrid Travis, Lyndsey 
McCutcheon and say farewell to three TAs (all past students), Fiona Brinkworth, Abbie Peett and Juliet 
Vine.  Our best wishes to you all. 
 
I hope you are enjoying having a paper copy of Beaumont Life again; it costs from around £400 per 
print run but I believe it is worth it and I hope it makes a good addition to your coffee table! 

 
Elizabeth Hitch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elizabeth Hitch 

   

Thur 1 Sixth Form Conference/Induction 
New Year 7 Information Evening – 6.00pm 

Fri 2 Sixth Form Conference/Induction 
Sat 3 Vocal Ensemble performance with Adoramus at Albans Arena 7pm 
Sun  4 Rosas trip until Friday 9 July  
Tues 6 Curriculum Enrichment Day 

IB results issued to students 
Weds 7 Full Governing Body meeting – 7.00pm 

Year 9 Final Reports issued 
Thur 8 Year 12 IB full reports issued  

New Year 7 Day  
School team photographs  

Fri 9 Student Voice fund raising event Period 6 
Weds 14 Year 7 Disco 7-9pm tbc 
Thur 15 Summer Concert 7.00pm Hall  
Fri 16 Beaumont Life deadline 
Mon 19 Years 7 and 8 final reports issued 
Thur 22 End of Term – students dismissed after 12.30pm 
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The History Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year has been another successful (and busy) one for the Beaumont History Department. As you can see we 
have had yet another fantastic CED day with the Year 7s at the Tower of London last half term, meaning that 
every CED day this year the History Department has offered a trip or activity.   
 

This of course, means that many thanks must go to the whole Department who have organised the trips and 
visits: Miss Wensley for the Jack the Ripper tours, Mr Greenhaf for the Hampton Court trip and Ms Esmizadeh for 
the Tower trip, and of course Mrs Pellington who has worked tirelessly on the administration of the trips for us. 
Although the proposed Battlefields trip did not run in CED week this year due to exams, look out next year for a 
day trip to be offered to Year 9s in CED week. I am also very pleased that the Department is running another 
overseas tour in the Easter holidays next year (building on the success of the China trip in 2009) to Washington 
and New York with students from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.  

Miss Pearson 

   

  

 

 

 

The History Department and Student Voice 
 

The History Department has been working in a variety of ways in the aforementioned context. We believe it is 
important that the students are given the opportunity to evaluate their own learning and to assist the Department 
when we review our courses. This is particularly important in light of the new GCSE and A level courses which 
we (like all Departments) have had to develop. 
 

All the History Teachers have used the following questions devised by Miss Pearson with Year 7 and 8 as a self 
review before Parent Consultation Evenings:  

 Which is the piece of work of which you are most proud and why?  

 What do you think you have got better at in History this year?  

 What do you think you still need to do better at in History? 
 

We found that pupils in History are able to evaluate their performance very accurately and successfully. I also 
asked which topics they enjoyed the most (given we have updated our schemes of work in light of changes to the 
Key Stage 3 Curriculum). Slavery and the Aztecs emerged as particular favourites. Students were very proud of 
their assessments, based on National Curriculum levels (as are their teachers). These are very challenging. Pupil 
responses have been very helpful in aiding inclusive and meaningful dialogue at Parent Consultation Evenings. 
 

I surveyed some students just before Year 9 began their GCSE courses. I asked them:  

 What they had enjoyed most in History in Years 7-9?  

 If they had chosen GCSE History why, and if they hadn't why not?  
 

Overwhelmingly, the responses said that pupils loved the trips and the varied activities and teaching methods 
that the Department used. Those who opted for GCSE said they had found Years 7-9 so interesting that they 
wanted to carry on. Very few of those who opted not to continue said it was due to a dislike of the subject. 
More said that they found it too difficult, or even though they had enjoyed it, they didn't have enough interest to 

continue it at GCSE.   
 

Those who had completed their examined courses were also 
surveyed. Year 11 students were asked to summarise their 
experience of History GCSE. In a nutshell, for the vast majority, 
"hard, but interesting and fun.”  Year 13 responses included:  

 "Lots of motivation and willingness to do a lot of 
independent research for the coursework.” 

 "Do lots of reading; do lots of work the whole year, not just 
at the end, it will pay off."  

 “Be prepared to work hard, focus on the big points, not the 
minute detail; thank you for an amazing two years." 
 

Providing students with structured and meaningful questions to evaluate their performance is helpful to them, 
and their responses have both reaffirmed and in some cases challenged, our perceptions of the many topics 
and courses we teach. Thanks to all the students for their participation. 

 Ms Wensley 
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An update on Young Carers… 
 
We have over 35 Young Carers at Beaumont. With the help of Nexus we have been running a 
support group over the last three years for these young people. The group runs on a Wednesday 
lunch time and offers relaxation, Wii games, PSP, chat and help with school work to Young Carers 
who wish to attend. The Young Carers have also attended celebration events arranged through 
Nexus which have been enjoyed by all and these are joined with Young Carers from 
Sandringham, STAGS and Verulam.  An exciting Summer Party will be taking place this year on 
Friday 9 July to which all our Young Carers have been invited. We hope to continue the group next 
year although funding has run out. At Beaumont, Young Carers currently meets on Wednesdays 
with Mrs Patrick. 
 
If you wish to find out more about this work please call 
Jo Maher who organises this valuable support on 01727 
855134. 

 

Extended Schools 

 
Linking Schools and the Community 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tower of London trip 

On 19 May 2010 all of Year 7 visited the Tower 
of London. I really enjoyed it! My favourite part 
of the day was when we went to see the crown 
jewels. The biggest diamond was displayed in 
the sceptre. 

There was only one lady Beefeater. You have 
to have been in the Army for 20 years to be 
one. One of the Beefeaters was also the 
Ravenmaster; he looked after the ravens. 
There is a legend that says if the ravens fly 
away the kingdom would fall. Luckily the 
ravens‟ wings are clipped so they can‟t fly 
away! 

The White Tower showed different armour that 
they used to wear. In the torture chamber there 
were nail scratches in the wall from the 
prisoners. 

I really enjoyed it and would love to go again! 

Dana Abaza 

 

On 19 May the whole of Year 7 went on a visit to the 
Tower of London. The whole day was great fun; we got 
to go up onto the wall where they used all of the arches; 
we were able to see the seven ravens which live at the 
tower and also we got to see the crown jewels. 

The crown jewels are situated in the Waterloo Tower 
and are locked up in a massive vault. They include all 
the crowns from all previous kings and queens. There 
are maces, orbs, diamonds and even gold thread robes. 
The jewels are used for the coronation and opening of 
Parliament. 

Overall the whole day was great fun and I had a really 
good time looking at all the different aspects of the 
Tower.                                                   

Edward Anders 

On 19 May my class and I took the coach into 
London. We went round the cobbled tower in 
our forms and our group leaders were Miss 
Esmizadeh, Miss Hosegood and Mr Levoir.  
 

My favourite bit about our amazing day was 
seeing the beautiful crown jewels and watching 
the huge diamond simmering in the corner of 
my eye getting larger and larger as we moved 
along the conveyor belt. I also loved seeing the 
ravens too; they had extraordinarily big beaks 
and the strangest names such as Gandalf.  
 

We were very lucky to see the only lady 
Beefeater and many male ones. We all loved 
the trip and would love to go again. I bought a 
souvenir from the tower so I will never forget it. 
 

Libby Wheatcroft 
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Curriculum Enrichment Week 14-18 June 2010  
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During the week of 14 -18 June 2010 students in Years 7-9 participated in a huge variety of curriculum 
enrichment activities both in school and off-site. Year 10 students spent the week at Work Experience. Details of 
some of the activities are included here, and more will follow in the July edition of Beaumont Life. 

Years 8 and 9 – Cuffley Camp 
 

Monday was spent getting dirty from mountain biking, assault 
courses and trying archery at Cuffley Camp. We had a 
fantastic day and the sun shone for us! We were particularly 
impressed at the students' teamwork skills which they 
employed and developed throughout the day.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Miss Millins, Mr Grove, Miss 
Jackson and Miss Kent 

 

Years 8 and 9 - Stanborough Lake 
 

Stanborough lakes was an awesome trip - 
canoeing, boating and getting thoroughly 
soaked was the perfect way to spend a 
boiling hot CED week day!"  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Miss Benn, Miss Millins, Mr Grove and 

Miss Green 

Years 8 and 9 – Hill walking 
 

Hill walking was great! We had such a nice day to do it on. 
We walked for nine miles; it was quite tiring but we were all 
very proud of ourselves when we had done it. 

Natasha Robinson 
 

 
Hill walking was great! We 
walked nine miles in the 
Chilterns. We saw lots of 
wildlife and stopped in a little 
village. It was a lovely day 
out. 

Sylvie Connors 
 

 
Hill walking was really fun. 
We were fortunate to have a 
sunny day. Although the 
walk was nine miles it went 
quickly as we saw exciting 
wildlife. We started and 
ended in the Chilterns. 

Anastasia Raymond 

Years 8 and 9 - Wood and Metal 

Projects 
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A Message from Cucina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Cartoon Design to Cookery, Golf to Ultimate Frisbee, and Stage Combat to Web 
Design - there was something for everybody ! 
 

Web Design 
Some Year 8 and 9 pupils choose to do Web Design for one of their activities. The activity was split into two 
sessions on separate days. The students learnt how to use Dreamweaver to create a website for Beaumont 
Holidays. First they made a basic template then created all the pages form this. In total they made five 
WebPages. They learnt how to insert text, images, animations and „format all pages‟. In the second session 
students learnt some of the more advanced features of Dreamweaver such as hotspots and flash button, video 
and music.  

Mrs Grace 

 

Birthday parties 
As you may be aware, we are still holding birthday parties, catering for four or more people in the dining room at 
lunch time. £2.50 per head includes drinks, pizza, birthday cake, balloons and gifts. If you have a birthday 
coming up then please feel free to speak to Stuart or any of his team for further details and booking form. 
 

Calendar of events 
We will continue to offer several seasonal menus to coincide with special occasions on the calendar of events 
like the World Cup competition; menus can be found posted on the School Catering page of the school website.  
 

Breakfast club 
We are open from 8.00am for our breakfast club. We have a large range of breakfast items and hot and cold 
drinks available, with the addition of a flat screen television showing different programs for your entertainment. 
 

We would like to end by saying a big thank you to all of those students and staff who have supported us since 
September and look forward to growing our relationship with all at Beaumont. 

Stuart Hubbard, Cucina Chef 
 

Work by Noah Grisenthwaite, 
Jack Thandi, Sam Cooper and 
Harriet Finlay 
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Student Voice Day - 24 June 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A lovely group of Year 7-10 students participated in this 
day. They were involved in a variety of activities: 
interviews about Teaching and Learning led by Miss 
Hosegood; activities to raise money for our link South 
African school led by Mr Lloyd; activities linked to  

Primary Schools led by Ms Wensley, and work on a student 
newspaper led by Ms Wensley. 
The students involved also gave a presentation to some 
senior staff and Governors. To give you a flavour, here are 
two of the presentations: 

 

Primary schools 
Today our group made a video based on the question „what is your favourite bit about Beaumont School?‟ First in the 
morning, we met at Period 2 to discuss what we were going to do in our video. We went around the school and took 
videos of Year 7s speaking outside/inside the subject blocks about what their experience was when they first came to 
Beaumont. 
 

Tom in Year 10 helped us make the video and filmed it all. We couldn‟t have done it without him! Bethan in Year 9 
organised everything and the idea of where the scenes were set, and what to say when. 
 

Other Year 9s helped Bethan to run the day nice and smoothly! Without them it would have been very hard! 
 

After we finished filming it, some visitors arrived while we were putting together a speech. Then we introduced 
ourselves and told everyone what we did that day. 
 

After putting this video together, we will show it to the Year 6s at their Induction Day. 
 

Abbey, Megan, Nicole, Beth, Colette, Atiqa, and Louise (9N) and Bethan (9E)  

Talk 
Courtney: Welcome to our presentation. So the reason that you are here is to listen to Shriya and me tell you about 
the children in South Africa. But there is no easy way of telling you how hard it is for those poor children who barely 
have enough to drink. 
Shriya: So why don‟t they have enough to drink? Well there is no easy way of telling you this either. So instead we 
are going to tell you a story about one of these kids that lives in South Africa so you can get an idea of what it is like. 
Courtney: Monie is eight years old. Her father was beaten and shot in front of her and her mother and sisters were 
raped and killed. This is all just because her family were in a different tribe. She was thrown into a pile of dead bodies 
along with her family as it was assumed she was dead. 
Shriya: She managed to find an orphanage and the owner took her in even though she was part of a different tribe. 
She remained in the orphanage for three weeks, hiding. Monie is one of the thousands of children in South Africa that 
has lost their family, but luckily Monie was found and helped, unlike many others who still live on the streets with no 
food, no shelter, no money and no-one to love. 
Courtney: So now, you might be thinking „how sad, how unfortunate‟. Yes Shriya and I thought that as well when we 
first found out about Monie and it made us want to do something for those thousands of kids that haven‟t been 
helped yet. So now we are. On 9

th
 July you can help children like Monie and sponsor them. Even £2 could buy a child 

a whole day‟s worth of food, whereas you would probably spend it on a magazine, which you really didn‟t need. 
Shriya: On 9

th
 July there will be many stalls on the field, one of which will be showing Monie‟s story so you can see 

for yourself. Please give generously. Thank you for listening. 
Courtney and Shriya (8N) 

 

All students who took part were exceptional in their efforts, attitude and behaviour. Dan Hartwell (8E) and Joseph 
Charsley-Smith (8A) interviewed staff and students throughout the day. You can read about this in July‟s edition of 
Beaumont Life. Many thanks to the following staff who gave much valuable support: Mr Taylor, Ms Millins, Mr 
Goodwin, Miss Hosegood, Mrs Darnell, Mr Desborough and Mr Hubbard and his team, and the Art and Technology 
Departments. 
 

Watch out for the two final Student Voice activities of this academic year in July: 

 The fundraising event for our link South African School 

 The Student Newspaper 
 

The following students were involved in Student Voice Day:  

 George Mudd, Eliza de Havilland Llewellyn, Tom Holmes, Hannah Collier, Cameron Halsall, Louis Stagg, 
Daria Abaza, George Bowley, Eddie Owens, Bethan Holt, Alicia Hardy, Edward Anders, Giulio Pipe, Tom 
Dean, Anna March, Jasmine Moran, Zahra Hassan, Nicole Hazell, Morgan Bedall, Abbey Maginnis, Megan 
Hodges, Connor Waters, Tom Fogarty, Catherine Grimer (Year 7) 
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Battle of Britain Concert 
Sat 3rd July at 7.30pm in the Alban Arena 

 

The Vocal Ensemble will appear alongside the Adoramus Choir performing some classic wartime hits.  
Tickets available from the Alban Arena. (Adoramus is a choir with which Mrs Hitch sings) 
 

Summer Concert 
Thursday 15th July at 7pm in the Main Hall 

 

Come and listen to a variety of classical to popular music performed by the Choir, Vocal Ensemble, 
Concert Band, Big Band, Orchestra and String Group.  The Year 13 leavers will also say farewell with 
vocal and instrumental solos.  A great way to end the term.  Tickets (£4 and £2) can be purchased on 
the door. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inclusive Leadership Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Music News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dan Hartwell, Joseph Charsley-Smith, Emma Arnott, Emma Hodgson, Courtney Ward, Shriya Mahatma, 
Rosie Wood, Safia Bolton, Jenny Boocock (Year 8) 

 Beth Clements, Atiqa Bibi, Louise Timmins, Collette Thorpe, Reggie McHale, Bethan de Havilland-
Llewellyn (Year 9) 

 Kieran Tidball, Louise Fogerty, Tom Walden-Levy, Aaron Leto, Katie Murray, Hannah Boocock, Will 
Turner (Year 10) 

Ms Wensley 
 
 
 From the Student Voice Charities Committee 

 
South Africa Charity Event 

Friday 9 July, Period 6 on the Field 

 
Events include: 
 

 Sponge the Teacher 

 6-a-side football 

 Sponsored walk 

 Cake and pie stall 

 Who can blow the loudest on the vuvuzela 

 
Please bring money for these events, no classes P 6 Friday 9 July 
 

Please bring cakes in on Thursday 8 July to the Chemistry Prep Room 
 

Bring in a football shirt, rainbow coloured t-shirt or South African clothes to change into for 
Period 6. We will walk around the field for the equivalent of a mile. This is to get us to think of 
the walk to school that the South African children in our link school do, which is at least six 
miles. All money raised will go to our link school. 

 

On Tuesday 8
th
 June, Liam Baskett and Naim Welsh were invited to attend an „Inclusive Leadership Day‟. During 

the day the boys had the opportunity to learn leadership skills, and put them into to practice leading primary 
school children in an event during the same day. The boys were fantastic and I hope they will continue to use 
their new skills in the future events. 

Mrs Fox, SSCO 
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On Tuesday 8 June Beaumont School‟s Vocal Ensemble paid a return visit to the Jersey Farm Day Care Centre.  
A demanding programme ranging from Michael Bublé to Benjamin Britten gave ample scope for the performers to 
show the very high standards being achieved by Beaumont‟s singers. One of the lighter items – an enchanting 
complex arrangement of The White Cliffs of Dover - brought back memories of their teenage years to the Day 
Centre members, several of whom are in their nineties, with one over a hundred. 
 

For elderly folk, hearing youngsters - clearly 
inspired by their vibrant teacher - singing with such 
enthusiasm and enjoyment was an emotional 
experience. As on their previous visit, the event 
ended with the Day Centre members singing a 
song that they had rehearsed to the students who 
responded by joining in the second chorus. 
Afterwards, over refreshments, the students 
mingled and chatted with our members in a way 
that was greatly appreciated. 
 

Let’s hope “we‟ll meet again”. 
  

John Blandford, Treasurer at Jersey Farm Day 
Centre 
 

 

 
Vocal Ensemble Entertain at Jersey Farm Day Centre 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 8 June the Vocal Ensemble went to sing at 
Jersey Farm Day Care Centre. It was a fun trip and everyone 
had a good time. 
 

After a quick warm up at school we all piled into the minibus 
and headed off.  Our repertoire included some songs like 
Everything and Tears in Heaven, which we had performed 
before, as well as a few works in progress such as White 
Cliffs of Dover.  There were also fantastic solos from Emma, 
Anna, Luke and Wil; and a Year 10 girls‟ performance too.   
After we had finished singing we were treated to a song by 
the audience (Bring me Sunshine). It was a lovely event, 
especially as we were given strawberries and ice cream by 
the people at the centre! We also got to spend some time 
talking to our audience.  Getting to know them was really 
interesting because they all had lots of stories to share or 
advice to give us. Conversation topics ranged from what 
subjects we were taking to bingo pens!  
 
It was a brilliant day and really enjoyable too. We hope that 
we will be able to go back there again next year. 

 
 Hannah Perryman 10L and Chloe Haynes 10A 

 

I am the co-ordinator for Jersey Farm Day Care Centre and I want to let you know how proud you can be of your 
Vocal Ensemble. 
 

Last Tuesday the 8th of June they visited the Day Centre for the second time and entertained our elderly clients 
with a diverse programme of songs which were beautifully performed. 
 

You will know that the experts believe that music is a superb way of connecting with older folk (and others too) 
and our clients appreciate your pupils very much. Not only can they sing but they are good ambassadors for the 
school in both attitude and demeanour. 
 

I cannot speak too highly of them 
Lyn Bolton 
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Extended Schools 

 
Linking Schools and the Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                    01727 855134              01727 811541  
                                                                                                            c/o Fleetville Junior School, 228 Hatfield Road                         
.                                                                                                                                                    St Albans, AL1 4LW 
                                                                                                     e-mail  jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk                                     
                                                                           www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Activities 
throughout St Albans 

 
Are you aged 13 – 19 and looking for fun 

things to do this summer? 
 

Come and make the most of your free time by getting involved in activities like 
 sports, art, music, dance, self defense, circus skills and trips out! 

 

Want to find out more? 
 

Contact Lara Woodward on 01442 454076 or lara.woodward@hertscc.gov.uk 
Or visit www.channelmogo.org and click on the link to „Mogozout‟ 

NEXUS NEWS 
PARENT SUPPORT 
For support and guidance don‟t forget to book an appointment or call the HELPLINE on 07984 436939. 
 
PARENTLINE PLUS- PARENTS WITH TEENAGERS IN HERTS CAN DEVELOP THEIR PARENTING SKILLS 
with a new online support service at www.gotateenager.org.uk 
 

NEXUS SUMMER 2010 ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
available online www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans or phone 07891 220250 
 

SOME OF THE NEW ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
DJ WORKSHOP (Years 6 – 8)  Monday 2

nd
 August 

Interactive look at the art of DJing and turntablism! Learn about mixing music, scratching and much more.  
Please contact booking line for more information 07891 220250. 
BE ENERGISED (Years 6 – 8) Tuesday 3

rd
 August 

Introduction to the sport of fencing, pitstop lunch followed by multi-sports.  Not to be missed. 
 

EXTRAS YOUTH CLUB – New Year 7s 
Following our previous newsletter please note that Extras is now running on a Wednesday 
from 6.15-7.45pm. Please encourage your child to come along with friends and to make 
new friends. We have sports activities, music, relaxation and tuck on offer – come to chill 
and chat! Only £1.50 entrance. See you soon! 
 

INTERNET SAFETY (CYBERBULLYING) – 1
st

 July - For Years 6, 7 and Upwards 
Cyberbullying can follow children into their private spaces and outside school hours. You are invited to join us for 
a thought provoking evening with Fiona Haynes from The Links. To be held at Sandringham School from 
7.00pm-9.00pm. To reserve a place, call the Nexus office. 
 

COME DINE WITH ME (Not Pot Noodle!) – Teenagers in Years 11, 12 and 13 
An exciting project from Nexus for young people planning to live away from home. Cooking skills, shopping on a 
budget, looking after your health and body – great fun!  The first course starts at Beaumont on 12

th
 October and 

runs Tuesday evenings 6.45pm-8.15pm.  Cost only £10.00 for the course. If you would like to persuade your 
teenager to sign up then contact Jo to reserve a place. 
 
IS YOUR CHILD BEING AFFECTED BY BULLYING? 
If you want help in supporting your child and need someone to talk to in confidence we can help. Parentline Plus 
and Mediation Herts are supporting families in Herts affected by bullying. Call 01707 630101 if you have any 
concerns. 
 
For details of the above please contact Jo Maher on 01727 855134 or 07939 111152. 
 

 

 

mailto:jo.maher@fleetvillejm.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans
mailto:lara.woodward@hertscc.gov.uk
http://www.gotateenager.org.uk/
http://www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans
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From the Governors 
 

 
 

BSA News 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Community Committee met on 18 March and considered a number of areas of the school‟s activities. The first 
item discussed was Community Cohesion.  Community Cohesion covers four areas: the global community, the UK 
community, the community within which the school is located and also the school community. Governors were 
pleased to learn about the many Beaumont activities that fall within the area of Community Cohesion such as links 
abroad and the activities that students take part in outside school, e.g. running sports clubs in primary schools, 
running festivals and contributing to assemblies.  
 

The second item for discussion was the school‟s „Behaviour Diamond‟ (BD), brought in last year to promote 
consistent high standards of behaviour throughout the school. The BD is displayed in every classroom together 
with the BD principles “Behaviour for Learning”. On the BD the sanctions escalate downwards and the praise goes 
up the BD. Governors were pleased to hear that there was a 75% reduction in students “on call” last term 
compared with the same term the previous year and that the number of students in Years 7 to 11 counted as “late 
arrivals” had decreased by 35%. 
 

Governors noted that members of staff can send Praise Postcards home in the post and can also award Credits 
within the classroom. The awards system was explained to the committee by Mrs Hitch: students aspire to achieve 
these awards and they have to be earned. The awards are presented at school Awards Assemblies and they are 
also listed in Beaumont Life. The Sixth Form also have four trophies funded by the parents of an ex- pupil. 
 

At the June meeting of the Committee we will be looking at the school‟s relationship with parents.  
 

Yvonne Deal, Chair of Community Committee 

 

BSA AGM 
Thank you to all the parents and staff who attended the BSA AGM on 
26 May. The evening began with a champagne reception and welcome 
from the president, Mrs Hitch, followed by the “official opening” of the 
new science lab.  Funds raised mainly at the very successful 
Anniversary Ball in July 2008 enabled a £10,000 donation from the 
BSA towards the cost of refurbishing the lab. The ceremony included 
the cutting of the ribbon by some members of the BSA who had been 
instrumental in organising the Anniversary Ball. The quality of the lab is 
superb, providing excellent and much improved facilities, and now we 
just need to refurbish the other two labs.......... 
 
The BSA would particularly like to thank all the Science Staff and 
Science Club students who attended the evening and demonstrated 
experiments to us. 
 

At the AGM, thanks were expressed to all the committee from the Acting 
Chairperson, Neil Almond, for all the hard work that goes into fundraising for the 
school. The treasurer reported that, in brief, £8733 was raised in 2009/10 with the 
main fundraising events being the Christmas Fair (£4095) and the Bollywood 
Evening (£1651). An important part of our income is from the School Fund and 
Gift Aid donations and we continue to welcome any donations to the BSA via the 
School Fund/Gift Aid Forms which are available to download from the BSA page 
on the school website. The BSA continues to support a number of different 
projects around the school, such as replacement of the Hall Curtains, in addition, 
for example, to supporting the running costs of the School Minibus and the 
Hardship Fund. 

ROB’S FESTIVAL 
The BSA would like to express their sincere thanks to all the staff and parent volunteers who worked so hard to 
make this event the huge success that it was.  A report on the festival will appear in next month‟s Beaumont Life. 
 
Please visit the BSA tab on the school website for any further information, and for a list of the current committee, 
or contact us at bsa@beaumont.herts.sch.uk if you would like to join the committee, be an occasional helper or 
if you have a fundraising idea. 

The BSA Committee 
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BeauSandVer Community Programme 
Sign up for Language Classes in September 2010  
 
As a Specialist Language College, Beaumont School has been running evening classes for 
adults in French, German, Spanish and Italian for over five years. 
  
Our teachers  
Our team of evening class teachers are very experienced in delivering adult-focused lessons and have a real 
enthusiasm for their subject. Some are native speakers.   They use a wide range of approaches to keep each lesson 
stimulating and interesting.  The classes aim to be fun, enjoyable and relaxed, with the focus on developing 
conversational skills alongside reading and listening. Whilst each class follows a course book, the teachers 
supplement this with their own additional materials, games and exercises.  The teachers are very flexible and 
responsive to the needs of each class.  
  

We will be offering courses in French, Spanish, German and Italian next year, 
and are hoping to offer a beginners class in Japanese. 

Course Content 
                                                      Beginners courses concentrate on subject areas that are useful for holidays eg             
.                                    booking accommodation, ordering meals and drinks, asking for directions, shopping and           
v                                      finding their way around.   Ideal for complete beginners or people with a little knowledge. 
                                  Intermediate courses develop the students‟ knowledge in 
these areas and expand into GCSE related topics.  Ideal for those who have 
recently studied the language for a year or more, or for adults who studied in 
school but want to refresh their skills.  
Advanced classes study either GCSE or AS topics but continue to keep the area 
of study broad and practical, and related to the interests of the group.  Ideal for 
people who have been studying recently for at least two or more years. 
  
Our students 
Most people taking our courses are parents with children at local primary or secondary schools.   
Many are studying to be able to support their own children learning languages at school.  Others are interested in 
developing their skills to be able to get more out of holidays or business trips abroad, or to add to their skills for work.  
  

Each course consists of a weekly two 
hour class for 10 weeks per term 
throughout the school year.  The course 
costs £80 per term for parents at 
Beaumont, Sandringham or Verulam 
Schools and £90 for non-Consortium 
parents.  Anyone over 18 is welcome to 
sign up for a course.  

 
For more information please call Carole Heselton on 01727 754113 or email carole.heselton@verulam.herts.sch.uk   

 

Beyond Beaumont 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òSpanish Beginners is a great 

course offering a good balance 

of fun and learning.ó    òThe 

class is more varied and 

practical and much more 

interesting than I expected. ò 

Spanish Advanced 

òI am very much enjoying the 

class.  The teacher is extremely 

well organised, competent and 

has a delightful personality.  She 

engages everyone.ó 

French 

The course is 

excellentéthe class is 

fun..our tutor is very 

good ò 

Italianñó delightful 

teacher, very flexible in 

her teaching methods, 

pitching at the right 

level.ó 

German 

òthe teacher is 

excellent and makes 

everything a 

delight to learn.ó 

Jacob Lockhart Lister (8S) and Luka Fadrique (8N) have both been selected to attend hockey training at JRPC 
(Junior Regional Performance Centre) level. This means they have progressed from representing Hertfordshire and 
are now part of a select group from across The Eastern Region of England.  Both boys have played for St Albans 
Hockey Club for a number of years are congratulated on their superb achievements.  Both Jacob and Luka have 
demonstrated a high level of skill and team playing ability. 
 

Adam Jones (8S) has also played for Hertfordshire at JAC (Junior Assessment Centre) level in the age group 
below Jacob and Luka.  He recently represented Hertfordshire in an East of England  tournament where his team 
finished third out of eight counties behind strong teams from Essex and Kent.  Adam too is a member of the St 
Albans Club which trains at Clarence Park from September onwards. 
 
Congratulations to James Angove who has achieved a First Class Honours degree in Philosophy at the University of 
Kent.   

 
We are always pleased to share news of former students, or of successes our current students have 

achieved outside school. Do email any details to ann.darnell@beaumont.herts.sch.uk 
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At the last Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening, parents were asked to complete a short survey giving their 
views on the homework that their children were being set. Thank you to all who took part – the results are 
summarised here (comments about specific subjects/pieces of work not included in this summary). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academy Status 

 
Year 8 Parents Evening Survey on Homework 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please comment on aspects of homework which you have found positive: where it helps progress, 
consolidates learning and understanding, when parents can discuss and help with it, larger pieces that allow in 
depth study, and stretch and challenge students, interesting research, revision of work done in class, planning 
mind mapping and research, makes students think independently, teacher comments / feedback/ marking 
useful, setting it regularly is helpful, assessment sheets are good, having a homework textbook helps, links to 
websites useful. 
 
Please comment on aspects of homework you have found unhelpful: inconsistent amounts/days, not 
coinciding with homework timetable, lack of clarity about what‟s required, too much internet research, work not 
marked, too much homework, too little homework, too much assessed homework at the same time, text books 
not available at home, when it‟s set the day before it is due, revision for test that doesn‟t happen, irrelevant 
projects.  
 
Would you like there to be more information about homework available on the School’s web site? If so 
what form would you like it to take? What is set and when due in, homework timetable, clarity of 
explanations and expectations, downloadable sheets, how much help it is acceptable for parents to give, more 
guidelines on larger pieces of work, the amount of work expected, how long, word count, a list of projects and 
research pupils are doing, information relating to levels, vocabulary and language. 
 

Mr Osborne, Head of Year 8 
 
 

Young Enterprise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Too much Too little About Right  Up to 30mins 30mins to 1hr More than 1 hr 

4 31 41  34 35 7 

Do You think your son/ daughter is receiving Too, 

Much Too Little, About the right amount of 
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On a Typical week day evening how much time 

does your son/daughter spend on their 

homework?
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Like many schools, Beaumont School has registered with the Department for Education for updates on 
academy status in order to be kept fully briefed about developments with this initiative.  As yet the information 
available is not sufficient for us to make an informed judgement about whether or not academy status would 
bring benefits to Beaumont and we therefore have no plans in the short term to apply to become an academy.  
We will continue to keep abreast of developments and review information as it becomes available.  Any decision 
in the future to apply to become an academy would only be reached after consultation with parents, students, 
staff and governors. 

Elizabeth Hitch 

Congratulations to this year‟s Young Enterprise team ‘Mundo’; having won through at District level to the 
County final, the twelve students picked up the „Best Financial Planning‟ award earlier this month. Well done 
to the students whose business ventures included „I love St Albans‟ T shirts, „I love St Albans‟ mugs, and 
aprons printed with works of art. 


