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December is always a hectic month for any school and this year has been no different for 
Beaumont.  We started with the wonderful Beaumont Christmas Fayre superbly organised by our 
dedicated BSA Committee ï thank you to all who were involved in any way.  Itôs always a very 
pleasant start to the Christmas season.   
 
We then had a truly beautiful Carol Service in St Peterôs Church where the standard of musicianship was 
outstanding.  This was followed by three days of óHairsprayô with phenomenal acting, singing and dancing plus all 
the backstage support from students, staff and parents.  Last night colleagues and I were entertained by a small 
group of very talented Beaumont carol singers raising money for The Meningitis Trust.  Much of the fund-raising 
this month has gone towards supporting The Meningitis Trust, Great Ormond Street Hospital and The National 
Association for Colitis and Crohnôs.  This week we have Christmas lunches galore in the dining hall, we welcome 
back last yearôs Year 13 for their prize giving and we host óBeaumontôs got the X factorô on Friday.  When you add 
the regular sporting fixtures to all these events, you realise how busy everyone is!  May I take this opportunity 
again to say thank you to the fantastic Beaumont staff for giving so much additional time to enable these events 
to happen. 
 
You will see from above that the planning application for our New Access has just been submitted to St Albans 
District Council. The original proposals were refused planning permission when they were submitted the first time 
(nearly two years ago) and we will need as much support as possible in the next two months.  We expect to hear 
the outcome in March and I am hoping for very good news this time.  Please look out for further information early 
in January and be ready to write to support the application.   
 

I wish you a happy and blessed Christmas.       Elizabeth Hitch 
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Januaryôs calendar is on page 19 of this monthôs Beaumont Life 
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Beaumont 
major 
event 
ofBeaumo
nt  

Congratulations to Tian Figg, 7L who 
produced the winning Christmas card 
design in Head of Art Miss de Jonghôs 
recent competition. Tianôs prize was a set 
of the cards printed up to send to her 
family and friends. 
 

Well done Tian! 

Two pieces of news about our facilities 
 

The new planning application for our 
proposed playing fields and access, has 
just been submitted to St Albans District 
Council and they will shortly be consulting 
local residents on the planning 
application.  
 

Work on the installation of mobile 
classrooms will be starting on Thursday 
7

th
 January 2010. Please take care when 

visiting the school as the South gate will 
probably be closed to everyone except 
contractors until the mobiles have been 
brought in! 
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Focus onééé..  

The PSHCE Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is PSHCE? 
 

The  programme of Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship Education has had a radical overhaul in 
the past year. Students now have the opportunity to be 
informed on and discuss real and relevant topics in a 
lesson each week in Years 7-10. 
 

Each year group has a specially designed programme 
which is tailored to be relevant to them, and students 
can discuss a variety of events and situations and get 
involved in role play about events that might happen to 
people their age. 
 

But rather than me telling you about it, let some 
students give their perception of some of the lessons 
they have!! Year 7, Year 9 and Year 10 share some of 
their thoughts. 

Miss E Cleverly, Head of PSHCE 

 

 

ñ[It is important to have] sex 
education to learn to be 
safe and it affects 
everyoneò 

 

ñWe really 
enjoyed making 
the quiz because 
it tested our 
knowledge about 
the school.ò 

 

ñItôs good to share your 
opinionsò  

 

ñWe think the lessons have 
been exciting and fun, 
especially practical lessonsò  

 

 ñWe have really enjoyed the 
water tasting lessons and 
hearing the response from Mrs 
Hitch on our thoughts about 
Beaumontò 

 

ñI learnt a lot of new/surprising informationò 

ñThe speaker was entertaining, 
friendly and kind of realisticò 

ñWe have found the lessons 
amusing but necessary and we 
learnt a lotò 

ñWe have enjoyed the lessons 
and have learnt a lot.ò 

ñThe videos were funnyò 

ñWe felt comfortable / not awkward 
[when discussing difficult topics]ò 
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Eco friendly paving 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GCSE Presentation Evening 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday 3 December Impact Universal 
came into school to give a drama presentation 
called óOpt into Learningô to Year 9 students. The 
presentation aimed to help students think 
through what options are open to them at Key 
Stage 4 and beyond and was well received as 
this selection of pupilôs comments shows: 

óIt has made us feel even more nervous 
buit it was entertaining, made me think, 
and should definitely be shown againô. 

 Joe, Sam,  Alex, Seb and Kyle 

óIt made me think more about my choices.ô 

óWe enjoyed the assembly because the 
group of actors made it interesting as well as 
factual. It gave us loads of information about 
the options we can take and they explained 
them all very well, while keeping it funny so 
we didnôt lose interest.ô Josh, Matt and Will 

óEntertaining and 
educational...........
The actors were 
excited and 
hyperactive so it 
was hard to 
understand.ôô 

óI think that it 
told me more 
about GCSEs 
and diplomas 
and it was 
entertaining.ô 

Mrs Hitch and Mr Osborne (Head of last yearôs Year 11) recently 
presented many of our students with their GCSE certificates at a 
special Presentation Evening. After a welcome talk that was both 
entertaining and thought provoking from Mr Osborne, we were 
delighted to welcome back to school Mr Jon Jenkins, Mr 
Osborneôs predecessor as Head of this year group, who 
congratulated the students and together with Mrs Hitch, handed 
out certificates. 
 
The evening was a great celebration of the studentsô 
achievements and our congratulations go to all those who were 
successful in their GCSE exams. 
 

Students had a chance to experience new technology at first hand recently when a company called 
Pavegen brought their óroadshowô to school. Students were able to try out the paving slabs that generate 
electricity from their footsteps ï they work by converting kinetic energy from footsteps into electricity. 
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Language College News 
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Get into the Christmas spirit with the Language Departmentôs Italian Christmas 
WordSearch!
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Charities Committee 
Children in Need 
 
Friday 20

th
 November dawned wet and rainy, but this did not deter the determined bunch that make up the 

Charities Committee which is part of Beaumont Student Voice. Outside the north and south gates buckets 
were being rattled and Ms Wensleyôs booming voice could be heard all the way down Oakwood Drive. Why? It 
was the beginning of raising money for Children in Need. 
 

Break time saw another very popular cake sale along with a Guess the Teacher from their 
childhood photo competition (everyone spotted Mr Lloyd within two seconds!). At lunch time, 
the Hall was packed with a very enthusiastic Year 7 audience, who in true X-Factor style, 
enjoyed a very entertaining karaoke competition. The rigorous and ruthless Year 7 and 8 
judges deemed 7R to be the winner.  
 

All of these activities, combined with a raffle and some pupils participating in a sponsored silence have, at the 
time of going to press, raised £620, with more money to come in. 
 

Many thanks to: 
 

 Ella in 7R, Tom, George, Sonya and Sarah in 7S, and Courtney and Emma A in 8N for all their hard 
work on the day. 

 Staff who supported the activities and those who provided invaluable practical help ï Miss Easton, Ms 
Cleverly, Mr Goodwin, Mr Parmar, Mr Lubinski, Mr Whyman, Mr Osborne, Mr Sievewright, Ms Wensley, 
and the fabulous team in the Finance Office. 

 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has been involved with the other two main charities committee 
projects this academic year ï supporting the Eco Schools Day with a cake sale, and Jeans for Genes Day. In 
this context special thanks to Rachael Warren in Year 12 and Melissa Hazeldine in Year 13. Fund raising 
activities will continue in 2010. 

Mr Lloyd 
 

Charity 

Community Committee 
 
The small but dedicated band that make up the Community Committee for student voice ï Fiona Wells (Year 
12), Ros Bowley (11A), Hannah Fryer (10S), Emily Mattin (10A) and Bethan de Havilland-Llewellyn (9E) have 
had a productive term. 
 

Fiona and her team have been working on a student newspaper, whose 
publication is imminent. Hannah and Bethan supported the Primary Staff 
Tea. Emily, Bethan and Fiona provided invaluable help at the Christmas 
Fayre, and all members were involved in interviewing Mrs Watt (the Headôs 
PA) to help raise the profile of Beaumontôs Essential Services Staff. Next 
term we will be visiting Oakwood Primary school every Monday lunchtime to 
support Oakwood pupils. Also for 2010, we plan to begin to raise money for 
community projects and extend our primary school outreach work. 
 
Thank you to Mr Goodwin, Mr Taylor and Mrs Powdrell for all their help and support. 
 

Ms Wensley 

 

Community
NITY 



Beaumont Life December 2009 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Watt, PA to Headteacher Mrs Hitch, was honoured recently at the 
Fourth National SecEd Headteacherôs PA of the Year Awards. Mrs Watt 
was one of 30 Headôs PAs to reach the national finals and have their 
commitment, dedication and outstanding contribution to their school 
recognised. Her achievement was celebrated at a Reception at Londonôs 
Landmark Hotel where the Awards were presented.  
 
Beth de Havilland-Llewellyn and Ros Bowley interviewed her about her 
work, and the Award. 

 

Interview with Mrs Watt 

Beth and Ros: How long have you been at Beaumont?    
Mrs Watt:10 years; four years in my role as PA (Personal Assistant to Mrs Hitch)  
 

What do you do? A whole variety of tasks. I organise all the Head's appointments and meetings, open mail, and 
check emails;  I help to prioritise the tasks the Head needs to do; I am the first port of call for anyone who wants 
to see the Head; I deal with all sorts of people - pupils, teachers, other staff, governors, the local community, 
parents, other visitors to the school, both in person and on the phone; lots of my job is on the computer; I listen to  
and support a whole variety of people, in particular of course, Mrs Hitch; I often have to deal with people who 
urgently want to speak to the Head/teachers and I often have to calmly explain that this is sometimes not 
possible immediately. Obviously I work very closely with Mrs Hitch in all sorts of ways, and I see more of her 
during the week than I do my husband! Lots of people come in and out all day, I have to balance being sociable, 
supportive and not being distracted from my work. I always have a bowl of sweets on my desk which pleases 
people!! 
 

What other jobs have you done at Beaumont?  I used to work downstairs in the Main Office. I was responsible 
for processing registers, Beaumont Life, and processing the School Census. 
 

So you have had lots of different and demanding responsibilities? Yes. Having been at the school for so 
long means that I know it and the people very well.  I've built up a lot of friends and contacts during my time here. 
This can be very helpful. The first impression interviewees often get of the school is from me, so it is important 
that my appearance and conduct is very professional. 
 

What is the main difference with your job now, compared to the others you've had? This one is busiest. Itôs 
ESSENTIAL to stay calm and supportive.  
 

What sort of hours do you work? Usually 8.15am - 4.30pm. On Thursdays until 6pm as I take the minutes for 

the Senior Leadership Team Meeting. You can't always say "I'm going at 4.30pm", as situations can occur where 
you have to stay on, or come in early.  
 

Are you the first person people see when they come to the school?  If anyone comes to meet the Head 
they will meet me first. It is lovely wh en I see visitors who are coming for positive reasons. I always say to Year 
7s in their first assembly that I hope to see them in the Headôs Office for the nice reasons. They, like many 
people, tend to assume you only ever visit the Head for a bad reason.  
 

I understand your son came here?  Yes, that's right he did. I separated that from my job, but I was delighted 
with the progress he made whilst at Beaumont and it enabled him to go on to University.  
 

 What changes have you seen during your time at Beaumont?  The biggest one is the growth in the 
numbers of staff. This is linked to the continued growth of what the Government expects schools to do.  
 

We understand that you were in the top 30 Personal Assistants in the country. Can you tell us about the 
awards ceremony that you attended with Mrs Hitch? Yes ï I was thrilled to be nominated but to reach the 
final 30 was very exciting. You can see my certificate on the wall. The ceremony was lovely as we were all made 
to feel special and as if we all had won. The Landmark Hotel was a beautiful setting and I enjoyed the 
champagne reception and lunch. 
 

Finally, if you had to sum up the qualities that you think you need to be a good PA and the best parts of 
your job, what would you say? You need to be calm in a crisis and have a ócan doô attitude. You need to show 
commitment and be flexible. I love it here. I really enjoy it and I look forward to coming in. The staff and the 
children here really make it. I enjoy watching the children join in Year 7 and grow into young adults here. 
 

Thanks for your time and congratulations on your nomination. Thank you.  
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Focus onééé..  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  
 
Miss Myers 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
These are some of the comments that have been made after Religious 
Studies lessons in Years 7-9 this year.  The focus at Key Stage 3 is to 
learn about the six main world religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism) as well as to start debating some of 
the more philosophical and ethical topics such as óDoes suffering have 
a point?ô  We aim to make the subject come alive!  Some of the things 
that we do are: 
 

 Compiling a Bible on a chosen (non-religious) subject  

 Creating a snakes and ladders style game to illustrate the Hindu concept of karma 

 Finding out about how different cultures think that the universe was created 

 Conducting a survey to ascertain the emotional state of the world 

 Investigating stories of religion in the news 

 Testing our senses to see if we can trust them 

 Designing Holocaust memorials  

 Handling religious artefacts  
 
Year 9 students design some henna designs as part of the 
Multicultural Curriculum Enrichment Day.   
 
Key Stage 4 ï GCSE Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies) 

 

óEveryoneôs got an opinionô 
 

GCSE Philosophy and Ethics students often find that they ask 
more questions than they can answer!  Some of the issues we tackle 
are outlined below...have a look...we bet they make you think! 

 
What are the roles of men and women in the family?  Is marriage important?  Is abortion ever justified?  Do we have 
a right to end our life?  Should we care about others?  How should we use our money? Is it ever right to fight?  How 
should we treat criminals?  Why do we punish? Are men and women equal?  Should we forgive?  Why are people 
racist? How is religion portrayed in the media?  Should we have freedom of speech? How do religious people 
worship?  Why do people pray?  Do we have a soul?  What happens after we die? Why do we have a funeral?  Why 
does evil exist?  How can we cope with suffering?  Why should we behave morally?  How did the universe begin?  
Are humans more important than animals?  Should we look after our planet? 
 

Key Stage 5 - A Level Philosophy and Ethics 
 
Philosophy and Ethics is a very popular subject at A Level and 
we welcome those both with and without GCSE RS.  The 
skills of debate, discussion, analytical writing and critical 
thinking which are developed throughout the course are 
essential for many university courses and careers.    
 
Some of the questions that are posed, discussed and 
answered in Philosophy and Ethics are... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How have Philosophers tried to 
prove and disprove the 

existence of God? 

Do miracles really 
happen? 

Am I morally responsible for 
my actions if I have no control 

over them? 

Does ógoodô mean the 
same for everyone? 

The Religious Studies department has grown at a blistering pace over the past year.  Comprising of Miss Myers 
and Miss Green, the department is on a mission to deliver engaging and relevant lessons which incorporate key 
skills required both for the other subjects and for life.  On the following pages you will have an opportunity to see 
what goes on in RS lessons and how the subject has developed recently.   

ñYouôve really made me thinkò 
ñIôve never thought about it like 
that beforeò 
ñIôm going to debate this with my 
Dad at dinner tonightò 
ñThatôs really interesting!ò 

 



Beaumont Life December 2009 

Meet some of our A2 students: 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 5 - IB Philosophy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Investor Competition 2009/10  
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick Aikman:  ñI chose Philosophy and 
Ethics because it fitted so well with my 
other subjects (Biology, and Government 
and Politics).  We studied the ethical 
impact of genetic engineering and as I 
study biology I know that this is a very 
serious issue.  Ethics is an integral part of 
everything and it helps me see different 
sides of the issue which is necessary as I 
want to pursue a career in politics.ò 

 

Alex Brown:  ñI have applied to do Philosophy at university because it is what Iôm best at and it is the most 
enjoyable subject.  You get a chance to argue your point of view whilst learning the material really well.  The 
teachers have really influenced my decision to carry this subject on to a higher level because they make 
everything fun and simple to comprehend.  Iôm looking forward to learning more about Philosophy and, because 
the skills required are transferrable, I can take the new skills I will acquire (such as critical analysis) into almost 
any job.ò 
 

 

Kat Deal: ñI have chosen to study Philosophy at university 
because it is eclectic; you arenôt just studying one subject but 
you are using information from a range of subjects such as 
science, maths and psychology ï this makes it a balanced 
subject and means Iôm not limiting my choices for the future.  
Philosophy questions the bigger and most fundamental issues in 
life such as óIs there objective morality?ô and óCan we gain 
knowledge through our senses or are they too deceiving to 
trust?ô  This questioning of the things we take for granted 
inspired me to study philosophy so that I can explore life for 
myself.ò 
 

 

IB Philosophy aims to engage students in the activity of Philosophy as well as studying philosophical theories and 
arguments.  There is more of an emphasis on actually doing Philosophy rather than just learning about it.  
Students have the opportunity to explore Descartes Meditations through an in depth study of the book and its 
context.  The small groups mean that lessons are taught in a seminar-style and a really deep grasp of the 
complex philosophical concepts can be sought. 

 

In July 2009 Miss Myers took seven Year 12 pupils to the Philosophy Day at the University of Hertfordshire to 
experience how Philosophy is taught at University and meet some of the students there.   
 
ñWe went on a Philosophy day at Hertfordshire University which aimed to show us what Philosophy would be like 
at university.  The day forced us to think about what we have already been taught and to see its implications on 
other areas of Philosophy and Ethics.  Having students from other schools meant that the mix of people made 
our group discussions interesting.  There were people arguing from all different sides which made us listen to 
different points of view ï a crucial skill when analysing traditional philosophical arguments.  All in all, the day was 
a great reflection of what a Philosophy degree entails.ò 

 Kat Deal 13GMo 

 

 

All sixth form students have had the opportunity to take part in the national Student Investor 
competition that ends in March 2010.  In teams of four they can experience the highs and lows of 
trading £100,000 of virtual money on the stock market.  They must try to read the market to see how it 
will respond to the latest news.  The challenge is making decisions of when to buy and sell shares to 
make profit.   
 
The competition is played online and a national league table allows teams to track their progress against other 
schools across the country.  The best performing teams at the end of the competition are invited to go to the 
regional finals, where they will take part in a business challenge and present to industry experts. 
  
Winners of the overall competition will win a week long, educational, all expenses paid trip to New York, plus 
£2,000 for their school and £200 for each team member.  There are also prizes for the second and third teams. 
 

Mrs Karen Hannay 
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Sports News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RUGBY ROUNDUP  

Year 7 go down in a blaze of glory 
 

The Year 7 rugby team came close to glory at the Nicholas Breakspear Tournament on Saturday losing by a 
solitary try in the final to a well organised Roundwood Park team. Having lost by a greater margin in the group 
stage the battling performance really highlighted the fortitude and determination of the team, which made great 
strides over the course of the day. 
 
The team began well with a strong 10-0 win against Sir John Lawes; Jacob Ponte starred with a number of mazy 
runs from full back and was unlucky that only one resulted in a try. In the second game the team defended well 
losing narrowly to Roundwood in their first encounter of the day. The final group game was a play off with the 
winner going into the semi final of the main competition and the loser the final of the plate. From the off the result 
never looked in doubt, Beaumont camping themselves in the opposition half and spurning an array of overlaps 
until again Ponte showed his speed and agility to cruise in from half way. A muscular effort from George Mudd 
shortly after put the game to bed. 
 
In the semi-finals Beaumont met Rickmansworth School; now with their ganders up the team was not fazed by 
the size of the opposition and twice came from behind to level the score 10-10 at the end of normal time. Having 
been under the cosh for most of the game in ógolden tryô extra time Beaumont took control and soon rumbled 
over in the guise of Alex Rich. It was fitting that one of the hard working forward pack took some of the limelight 
having performed so well throughout the tournament. 
 
The final proved a step too far but this tournament has hopefully showed this resilient team just how good they 
potentially are and will give them the confidence to perform for the remainder of the season. 
 
Tournament results: 
 
Group Stages:  Sir John Lawes   Won  10-0 
   Roundwood Park Lost  0-10 
   Mount Grace  Won 10-0 
Semi Final:  Rickmansworth  Won  15-10 
Final:   Roundwood Park Lost  0-5 
 

Year 9 cut down to size in Rugby League Final 
 
The Year 9 rugby league team, reigning county champions, narrowly missed out on winning the district final on 
Tuesday 24

th
 November. Having won the group stages earlier in October Beaumont faced rivals Dame Alice 

Owens in a full 30 minute each way final. Still seething after a disappointing loss at Union the team should have 
been motivated to perform well. However they made the worst possible start: poor tackling allowing Dame Alice 
to race away to an 18-0 lead after 10 minutes. Whereas Dame Aliceôs tacklers scythed down our two big runners, 
Joe Yusseff and Josh Vine Lott, with apparent ease, time after time Beaumontôs barn door defence let the 
opposition through. It was only good cover tackling from Jack Nevin and Aaron Exley that prevented further 
damage being inflicted on the score board. 
 
It took stern words from League stalwarts Josh Berry and Aaron Exley to get the team in gear applying pressure 
to recover to 18-10 at half time. With the slope if not the elements in their favour after half time Beaumont put on 
the squeeze, scoring twice more to level 18-18 with 10 minutes to play. Still Beaumont pressed the opposition 
line squandering an array of overlap opportunities to go ahead, the last of which was on the full time whistle. 
 
For the second year running the team went into ógolden pointô extra time, the next team to score winning the 
contest. Both teams upped their game and had chances to score but finally a period of pressure from Dame Alice 
resulted in one of their big runners diving over to seal the game. It was a bitter pill to swallow, having been 
knocked out of the south east regional final in similar circumstances the year before. Credit should go to the 
squad for a spirited fight back, but ultimately Beaumont was left to rue giving a well drilled and efficient opposition 
an 18 point head start.          

      Mr Panting 
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Hockey News  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

DOES ANYONE YOU KNOW READ THE DAILY MAIL?  
IF SO THEN HELP THE SCHOOL COLLECT RUGBY EQUIPMENT. 

 

ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS BRING IN THE FRONT PAGE OF THE DAILY MAIL PAPER TO 
RECEPTION OR PE OFFICE.  

IF WE COLLECT 2000 THEN THE SCHOOL RECEIVES FREE KIT!  

 

THE GUINNESS PREMIERSHIP FINAL 2010 
SATURDAY 29TH MAY 2010 

           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHICH TEAMS WILL BE THERE?  
YOU COULD BE! 

TICKETS AVAILABLE THROUGH SCHOOL £35 ADULT/£10 JUNIOR 
(Ask Mr Panting for details) 

 

Hockey News 
 

Year 8  
The Year 8 hockey team captained by Holly Seglah and Sylvie Connors played their second County Cup match 
against JFK last week and narrowly missed out on a valuable draw.  JFK displayed competent attacking skills in 
the first half and Beaumont did well to soak up the pressure with Holly, Sylvie, Alice and Emma making important 
tackles and Kira some crucial saves.  It was just 30 seconds before half time when JFK scored a goal. 
 

The second half saw a much more determined Beaumont team fight back well, the midfield of Niamh, 
Sophie, Rebecca & Emily fought to maintain possession of the ball and put JFK under constant pressure.  This 
resulted in several break-away attacks and the forwards, Anastasia, Katy, Jude and Cerys giving their all to net a 
goal. 
 

A draw would have been a fair reflection of the game and the girls have made fantastic progress in their skills 
and team play since the start of the year.  Bring on the training and the next match! 
 

Year 10  
The Year 10 girls captained by Jo-Jo Mills and Karis Mimms have made a fantastic start to the season having 
won all of their matches so far against Hockerill (1-0), Dame Alice Owen (3-0), St Edmunds (4-0) and Presdales 
(7-0).  Opposition sides have provided good competition for Beaumont but the defence of Juliet, Rowan, Louise, 
Chloe and Faith stand firm in front of Becky who has made some great saves when it really counts.  The midfield 
dynamo that is Jo-Jo, Karis, Anna, Jenny and Anshula have worked very hard to support both their defence and 
their forwards Steph and Lottie.  The girls have focused on performing as a unit, the benefit of which can be seen 
in their results not only in winning their matches but in conceding no goals and scoring many.   
 

While seemingly allergic to exercise and hairbands until the mention of competition or Haribo, make no mistake - 
this team is fully committed to each other and the playing of quality hockey!  All is well in camp 10 and the betting 
is on to see who will become this seasonôs top goal scorer....watch this space. 

Miss Bloch 
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History News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club Youth Speaks Public Speaking Competition 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the success last year of Ms Pearson's Trench and Soldierôs Pocket 
competition, the present Year 9 were given the chance to enter the 2009 
version. Full details were on the History Blog 
www.beaumont.minihistorians.com.  
 

There were many high quality and original efforts, including two cake trenches 
made by Lois Strachan in 9E and Anna Keeley and Lydia Greaves in 9N, video 
footage of trench making and fighting led by Kieran Gastaldi-Davies and Andrew 
Cox, and a trench made from tea bags from Anya Kelly in 9N. For those who 
remember the toy Action Man, he featured very prominently in Emily 
Maliszewska and Emily King's 9E trench.  
  
The overall winner of the Soldierôs Pocket was Florence Almond, 9N and the 
overall winners of the trench were Reggie McHale and Osama Qayyum, 9E. 
   
Many thanks to all those who entered. Photos and models are on display along 
the History corridor and room 15.                                             Ms Wensley 

 

History Heroes and Heroines 
 

On 26th November five Beaumont Year 13s went to the University of Hertfordshire to talk about History. The 
honorary students included Madeleine Gibney, Mark Gibney, Matthew Harrop, Karen Elliot and me, Robyn 
Haddon, all of whom are going on to study History to degree level, bar Mr Harrop, which sparked debate about 
what he was doing there, but that was only a minor discussion in a day of otherwise thought-provoking historical 
philosophising.  
 

Beaumont boasted the biggest group, and towards the end were silently accredited with the biggest mouths. 
Passion for the subject was clearly bursting from our seams as we shamelessly quashed points we found 
disagreeable, a valued skill for historians that we learn in debating sessions with Ms Esmizadeh in her lessons 
on Historiography. 
 

The leader of the seminar, Dr Ian Herrington, provided the stimulus for the sceptical, argumentative and dynamic 
twenty or so who were the favoured history-loving few. These included quotes concerning History, including a 
basic but overlooked idea; ñHistory is not the study of the past, but the study of what historians have constructed 
about the pastò. So essentially the study of history is akin to the study of art; art that boasts the exciting quality of 
being based on truth. Thinking about it, how many blockbuster films are inspired by histories? Dozens. 
 

During one debate, we decided that livening it up in drama was the best way to mainstream history, for people 
get intrigued by the drama and find out more about the fact. Moreover, people should study history because it 
gives you so many valuable life skills; being sceptical, making informed decisions, debating with prowess and, of 
course, winning at pub quizzes.  
 

Robyn Haddon Year13 
 
Dr. Ian Herrington, University of Hertfordshire commented as follows: 
Your students were very engaged, active, and confident in debating issues, presenting, and arguing their corner. 
It was also interesting to get an idea of how history is taught across different schools.  Many - including some 
from a private school - never have the opportunity to debate and discuss historiography. 

 

After several hours spent planning and perfecting their speeches, six students from the sixth form participated in 
the Rotary Club Youth Speaks Public Speaking Competition, at Sandringham School on 19

th
 November. Many 

congratulations to the following students from Year 12 who gave an inspiring speech on the controversial topic of 
Facebook: Hugh Ingamells (chair); Sam Went (speaker) and Alex T (vote of thanks). The team came second 
overall which means that they are through to the next round.  
 
Many congratulations should further go to Lowri Evans (chair); Blaise Lewis (speaker) and Rebecca Kellner (vote 
of thanks) of Year 13, who also took part in the competition and with an eye-opening speech on the realities of 
television, with a focus on reality TV, came third overall. We were thrilled with both teamsô results. 

Miss Smithson, English Department  
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The War Horse reviewed by students of 8R 
 
On Wednesday 3 December members of Year 8 went to see War Horse in London. Some  
of them commented about the play as follows: 

 
ñThe horses were 
very good as they 
were made of metal 
but looked very real.ò  

                  Kira Lils 
 

 

ñIt was an exhilarating 
play because the horses, 
animated puppeteers and 
special effects were very 
impressive. It was very 
believable.ò 
Johannes Brockenhauer 
 

 

ñTruly brilliant and very 
emotional because 
everyone was sad when 
the horses got shot.ò 

        Clare Kingsbury 
 
 

 ñIt was a very good play because of the horse 
and the props. I liked the goose because it 
added humour when it chased characters on 
stage and it was very cleverly made.ò  

 
Helen Kirby 

 
 

 

ñI liked the gunshots; they 
made the play very 
realistic and atmospheric.ò 

Tim Lancaster 
 

 

ñThe horse was so 
realistic and you 
could get a real 
sense of what the 
war was like.ò  
               Sean Boyle 
 
 

 

On November 25
th
 Year 7 went to see ñThe Lion Kingò. It was great fun. We 

saw loads of different costumes and heard lots of exciting music. Iôm glad I 
went, but it was noisy in the theatre. We got to pick who we sat next to. We 
picked each other and we made each other laugh!  
 
At the theatre we had a break and we were allowed to pick some sweets and drinks. We came back at about 
midnight and when we got home we couldnôt stop talking about ñThe Lion Kingò and how good it was! 

Saskia Manzi and Charlie Murray 7E 

We went to ñThe Lion Kingò on 25
th
 November. At the beginning, there was a brilliant production of different 

types of animals ï for example a giant mother elephant with her baby walking along holding it motherôs tail. 
 

At the break they were selling ice creams and sweets, but you could also go to the little shop and buy some 
goodies to remember the fantastic night. 
 

Just after the break it began to get better and better because lots of actors ran on stage and did a dance which 
blew us away. 
 

We as Year 7 enjoyed it very much, and if you get the chance you should go and watch it. 
Leanne Douglass and Laurel Parker-Mead 

 
 

On 25
th
 November 100 pupils in Year 7 got the chance to see The Lion Kingò. There were two coaches to take 

us into London. When we arrived we had to take our seats quickly because the production was about to start. 
When it did start everyone got blown away; there was tension, excitement, sadness, and when the play stopped 
for a break it did so at a huge climax.  
 

During the second half there was so much going on, and we wanted it to carry on when the play finished! 
 
We very much recommend this fantastic performance, plus in the break there were cheap ice-creams and other 
wonderful treats for sale! 

Tammy Sapir and Renae Mooney 7E 

Sixth form is a blast, 
You can find your future life, 
The good days will last! 
Sana Shah, Jannima Sikandari and Molly Turner 
13HRo 

In Beaumont Sixth Form 
Weôre allowed to stay inside 
When itôs raining lots. 

Anne Suslak 13HRo 




