How to write Case Studies
You will always have a longer, case study style question at the end of each section of the exam. This is usually worth 9 marks, so needs to be done well!

They should always follow the same pattern, if you stick to this and have learnt the details, you will score highly.

Below is an example question with step by step instructions on how to answer it. This process can be used for any case study question.
Question : 

Choose a city in a Less Economically Developed Country, where rapid growth has led to problems in quality of life for many residents.

Describe the rapid growth of the city and some of the problems that have resulted.

Explain how these problems could be dealt with to improve the quality of life for residents. (9)
Step 1 : Choose and locate case study

Rio de Janeiro is a large city with a population of over 15 million in South East Brazil.

Step 2 : Intro sentence about issue
The city has grown at an alarming rate due to a high natural increase (high birth rate) and migration from poverty stricken rural areas. This has led to a large and rapid increase in Rio’s population, putting pressure on resources and services. 
Step 3 : Answer first part of question

Many problems have resulted. Most newcomers must live in shanty towns (favelas) on the city edges because there is not nearly enough housing for the growing population. Families live in unfavourable areas like steep hillsides which can suffer from landslides (eg Rocinha). In Rocinha, there is a lot of overcrowding and poor sanitation which leads to the rapid spread of disease. Children have to work to help their family’s income so education is often poor or non existent. Waste collection is minimal, leading to further disease and decreasing environmental quality.

Step 4 : Answer second part of question

Many things can be done to solve these problems. In Rocinha and other favelas in Rio, self-help schemes have been set up. Residents are given materials which they can use to improve their own housing. Training has also been given to residents who can then pass on their skills to others. The Government has installed essential services like electricity in some areas and community groups have also been set up to improve education and health care.

Try to use this structure to re write the two other case studies from the exam:
1) Floodplains need to be managed in  order to cope with the risk of flooding. For a located flood that has happened in either an MEDC or an LEDC,

    i)  Describe the factors that contributed to the flood

    ii) Explain how the flood risk could be managed in the future. 

2 ) Many coastal areas are in need of protection from erosion. For a chosen location,
    i) Describe the processes at work which are creating the risk of erosion

    ii) Outline some of the methods that have been implemented to manage the coastline. 
Remember the steps :

Step 1 : Choose and locate case study

Step 2 : Intro sentence about issue

Step 3 : Answer first part of question

Step 4 : Answer second part of question

